
Women’s History Month: Let’s get educated on the movement

 For this March edition on 
the On the Prowl we decided 
to highlight year 31 of the cel-
ebration of Women’s History 
Month. 
 For decades women have 
done amazing and most of the 
time, unrecognized acts. This 
will help highlight and bring 
awareness to inventions you 
may not have thought twice 
about. 
 This monthly dedica-
tion dates back to 1978 when 
a California school district 
decided to participate in a 
Women’s History Event. They 
did things like have guest 
speakers, essay competitions 
and holding a parade in Santa 
Rosa. 
 That one week evolved 
into a two week conference in 

By Joelle 
Pacheco
Editor-in-Chief

Poster displays Rosie the Riviter, a World War II icon for representing women 
that worked in factories and shipyards.

Submitted photo.

July 1978, and then led to the 
proclamation of March 8, 1980 
as National Women’s History 
Week several months later by 
President Jimmy Carter. 
 The celebration grew 
larger and larger as schools 
started to implement the 
week of praise into their cur-
riculum and started what we 
know now as Women’s Histo-
ry Month. All U.S. Presidents 
have issued annual proclama-
tions for the celebration ever 
since 1988. 
 Each year they add 
themes to honor and high-
light the achievements of spe-
cific groups of women. For 
2019, the theme is “Visionary 
Women: Champions of Peace 
& Nonviolence” to commem-
orate those who have led ef-
forts to end war, violence and 
injustice. 
 The National Women’s 
History Alliance will recog-
nize those chosen as the 2019 

Honorees on Saturday, March 
30, 2019 at the Hamilton Res-
taurant in Washington, DC.
 These include people like: 
Kathy Kelly, a peace activist 
and one of the founding mem-
bers of Voices in the Wilder-
ness; Zainab Salbi, founder 
of Women for Women Inter-
national; Graciela Sanchez, 
co-founder and director of 
the Esperanza Peace and Jus-
tice Center; Deborah Tucker, 
who dedicated 40 years to 
ending violence; Dr. E. Faye 
Williams, an activist for peace 
and human rights; Sister Al-
ice Zachmann, founder of the 
Guatemala Human Rights 
Commission USA and many 
more. 
 Some ways to celebrate 
are buying a book of stamps 
that commemorates notable 
women, donating money to 
foundations or educating 
yourself or others on women 
that did great things for soci-

ety.
 The OTP staff want to 
highlight the important of 
women in our society and 
how some acts may go unno-

ticed. We hope you enjoy this 
edition of our paper and to re-
member the important wom-
en in your life how much you 
appreciate their hard work. 
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2019 is the 100 
year anniversary 
of women gaining 
the right to vote. 
We share the histo-
ry behind it and a 
Central Student’s 
thoughts.

100 years after women gained right to vote: The progress 

 Women around the coun-
try go out every year and vote 
in their local and country 
wide elections. 
 However, in the concept 
of time, it wasn’t that long ago 
that women didn’t have this 
privilege. 
 The 19th amendment 
in the Constitution allows 
women countrywide to vote 
is whatever elections they 
choose. 
 Females fought long and 
hard for this privilege; it took 
decades of protest and fight-
ing. 
 Beginning in the 1800s, 
women organized, petitioned 
and picketed to win the right 
to vote, but it took them de-
cades to accomplish their pur-
pose. 
 Between 1878, when the 
amendment was first intro-
duced in Congress, and Au-
gust 18, 1920, when it was 
ratified, champions of voting 
rights for women worked 
tirelessly, but strategies for 
achieving their goal varied.
 In 1848, the movement for 
women’s rights launched on a 
national level with the Seneca 
Falls Convention organized 

Katie Kruza
Managing Editor 
of On The Prowl

3March 2019On The Prowl

“To the women 
that fought for 
our rights, I’m 
am eternally 
grateful for their 
courage and te-
nacious spirits.”

Susan B. Anthony speaking publicly about her views on women’s rights to people on the streets. 
Submitted photo.

by Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Lucretia Mott. 
 After the convention, the 
demand for the vote became 
the core of the women’s rights 
movement. 

 Stanton and Mott, along 
with Susan B. Anthony and 
other activists, raised public 
awareness and lobbied the 
government to grant voting 
rights to women. 
 After a lengthy battle, 
these groups finally emerged 
victorious with the passage of 
the 19th Amendment.
 “To the women that 
fought for our rights, I’m am 
eternally grateful for their 
courage and tenacious spir-
its,” said senior Madison Sco-
pano. 
 The hate these women ex-
perience and the confidence 
they must have had is incred-
ible. 
 Women were seen to have 
no rights in society, meant to 
stay at home. 
 “The amount of ridicule 
and social ostracism they en-
dured is appalling, but their 
perseverance has done so 
much for me,” said Scopano. 
 The strong women who 
fought for basic rights 100 
years ago are still remembered 
and praised today. 

 They are found in our 
history books, on social me-
dia posts and kept in mind 
through America’s morals. 
 “If [I could ask these 
women anything], I’d like to 
ask them ‘how?’ How they 
made it possible? How they 
continued through the hate? 
How they defied what was 
expected of them?” said Sco-
pano. 
 Finally, on May 21, 1919, 
the House of Representatives 
passed the amendment, and 
two weeks later, the Senate 
followed.
 This year, 2019, is the 
100th anniversary of women 
gaining the official right to 
vote in 1919. 
 Granted we have come 
quite a far way since 100 years 
ago, but when looking at time 
itself, it wasn’t too long ago. 
Just 100 years ago, women 

were restricted on such an im-
portant task that every human 
should have the right to. 
 Although we have passed 
this mark in time and grown a 
ton since then, women around 
the world still face setbacks. 
 In America and all other 
countries, women are often 
still not seen as equal to men. 
 Voting was one step for-
ward but everyone has a few 
more steps until the end. 
 “I definitely think women 
experience setbacks—both so-
cially and politically. We have 
made so much progress and 
reached new achievements, 
especially for women of color, 
during the midterms by see-
ing more female representa-
tion, but there’s still more 
room to grow,” said Scopano.
 Today, women are not 
only at the voting booths cast-
ing their voice, they are heav-

ily involved in politics. 
 From presidential elec-
tions to county elections, 
women are announcing their 
plans to run and even their 
successes. 
 In the United State we 
have seen many women run-
ning for powerful postions 
and succeeding. 
 Women in other countries 
are also finding themselves 
with victories in representa-
tion and authority. 
 As the years go one, we 
see more and more women 
making the decision to enter 
election races. 
 2019 is sure to be no dif-
ferent and maybe even more 
female cenetered than ever. 
 Empowered women are 
changing our societies and 
even the world and now is 
no time to stop the forward 
movement. 



Social Studies teacher at CYHS reflects on building equality

Math teacher connects with students, shows passion

 Ms. Stacey Peterson is 
a Global Studies, AP World 
History and Civics teacher at 
Central York High School. She 
is passionate about her teach-
ing and travel.
 Brought up by two strong 
women, Peterson knows the 
importance of having strong 
female role models to look up 
too. 
 “My role model would 
have to be my mom and my 
mom-mom (grandmother). 
They are two awesome peo-

 Trigonometry, honors 
precalculus and honors geom-
etry teacher Mrs. Kim Hoke 
said that she always knew she 
wanted to be a teacher. 
 “Since I was a little girl 
playing school in the base-
ment, I have always wanted 
to be a teacher. I didn’t de-
cide on math until ninth 
grade. I struggled with math 
in seventh grade, but some-
thing clicked for me in eighth 
grade,” said Hoke.
 Hoke, who has been 
teaching at Central for 18 
years, attended West Chester 
University for her bachelor’s 
degree and then continued 
her education at Millersville 
University and Wilkes Uni-
versity, earning two master’s 
degrees. 

ple that I find myself turning 
into the older I get. As a kid, 
I might have been disappoint-
ed, but as an adult, I am not 
disappointed if they are who I 
become,” said Peterson. 
 In history, the women that 
stand out to her include Elea-
nor Roosevelt, who did much 
to aid human rights issues, 
Ellen Degeneres because she 
uses humor to voice her opin-
ions and her grandmother 
whom she looks up too. 
 As a high school teacher, 
Peterson notices how many 
students fail to recognize the 
bigger picture. Most students 
focus on what’s happening 
now and not what will hap-

By Marissa Marsh
Editor-in-Chief of 
The Prowler

pen in the future. 
 “Everything that happens 
in high school only matters in 
high school. People that didn’t 
go to high school with you do 
not care about who you were; 
they want to know who you 
are now,” Peterson said. 
 Peterson believes that 
Americans are more fortu-
nate in the aspect of gender 
equality but not everyone is 
as lucky. 
 “In the United States, 
women have so many more 
advantages than most of the 
rest of the world. In most of 
the rest of the world, women 
are not allowed to drive a car, 
get an education or go out in 

public alone. Our paychecks 
may not be equivalent, but we 
still make way more money 
than most of the rest of the 
world,” said Peterson. 
 Peterson also thinks that 
gender inequality is a topic 
that must be solved sooner 
rather than later.
 “If society had kept things 
equal between the two gen-
ders, there might be more 
cooperation and less fighting 
over senseless topics,” said 
Peterson. 
 Further innovation re-
quires the learning from our 
past and inclusion of all is a 
big part of moving forward. 
But this can be easier said 

Mrs. Kimberly Hoke (left) dresses up for Halloween with fellow math teacher, 
Mrs. Mary Menges (right). 

Submitted photo.

 Outside of the classroom, 
Hoke is the visual coordina-
tor for the Panther Marching 
Band. She also likes to play 
tennis, run and workout.
 “And of course, I like to 
spend time with my husband, 
daughter and two dogs,” said 
Hoke. 
 With March being Wom-
en’s History Month, Hoke said 
that she hasn’t really thought 
about what the month means 
to her before. 
 “I personally do not think 
women get enough credit for 
the work we do. Instead, since 
we do such a good job, we 
are often tasked with more 
things,” said Hoke.
 Hoke said that she would 
encourage women to continue 
to go into STEM fields. 
 “Women are hard work-
ers, and the world can always 
use more hard workers,” she 
said.  
 Some women in STEM 

that Hoke would like to 
spotlight for their hard work 
would be the female teachers 
in the high school’s math de-
partment. 
 “The women in our math 
department are seriously 
some of the hardest work-
ing women I know. They are 
mothers, wives, friends and 
they still find time to work 
countless hours on making 
the students at Central do the 
best they can,” she said. 
 To women going into 
math specifically, Hoke would 
like to give them the follow-
ing advice:
 “If you struggle at some-
thing, at some point, it will 
click. Don’t give up. Love the 
beauty of how math makes 
things work, and how it is re-
lated to science so seamlessly. 
Try not to only ask when will 
it be used, but love the idea 
that it used so many places 
that you cannot possibly no-

tice them all,” she said. 
 Some of Hoke’s previous 
students have reached out to 
express their gratitude to her.
 “Mrs. Hoke has support-
ed me in everything I do, and 
I am unbelievably grateful 
for everything she’s done for 
me,” said junior Daniella Feis-
tritzer. 
 “Mrs. Hoke was definite-

ly the best math teacher I had 
during high school. She made 
the classes very organized, 
and I knew that if I was lost 
she would be there for help. 
Not only that, she helped out 
with marching band endlessly 
and passionately, which made 
it a lot easier to connect to her 
in the classroom,” said senior 
Renee Rambler.

than done. 
 “As much as teachers say 
that we learn history so that it 
does not repeat itself, some-
times it seems like the people 
who hold the most power 
forget that lesson,” Peterson 
said. 
 Though there is much to 
do to move forward, there is 
always hope for a better fu-
ture where equality no longer 
has to be fought for. This is the 
kind of future that Peterson 
strives for. 
 “I hope that in the fu-
ture everyone will be able to 
see the same value in every-
one else as they see in them-
selves,” said Peterson.
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Math teacher determined to help students overcome struggles

Central math teacher shows her love, joy of math everyday

 For a math teacher, Mrs. 
Kathleen Grogg math hasn’t 
always been easy and num-
bers haven’t always been her 
strong point. 
 Grogg, an Algebra I teach-
er, has been teaching at Cen-
tral York High School for 14 
years.
 She attended high school 
at a small catholic school and 
was involved in extracurricu-
lars such as cheerleading and 
National Honors Society. 
 Although she would 

 
 Central York High School 
teacher Mrs. Mary Menges 
has been a math teacher for 22 
years. 
 Menges love of math be-
gan when she was in second 
grade.
 “I have always loved 
math. Once I learned about 
fractions in second grade, I 
started to help my friends.  It 
made me feel so good, that I 
decided to be a math teacher, 
she said.” Her biggest ac-
complishment in life being 
her childhood goal of being a 
math teacher.
 “Reaching my childhood 
goal of becoming a math 
teacher, despite some ob-
stacles, is a great accomplish-
ment,” Menges said.
  “My AP calculus teacher, 

sometimes struggle with 
math, she would receive help 
from her math teachers and 
started to become good with 
numbers.
 Surprisingly, majoring in 
math was not her first choice. 
 The Penn State gradu-
ate switched her major from 
business to become a math 
teacher, but the road was not 
all glitter and gold.
  The classes that she took 
were very difficult and had 
nothing to do with high 
school math. 
 Some of her professors’ 
first language was not Eng-
lish, but she would continue 
to study and persevere. Be-

cause of that, she is able to 
reach and relate to kids tha 
struggle in math.
 “I always liked math. I 
was not the best, and I strug-
gled a little bit, so I know how 
people feel to have a hard 
time,” Grogg said.
 She now teaches Algebra I 
and is determined to help stu-
dents through their struggle.  

 She is a very flexible and 
caring teacher, helping stu-
dents overcome their math 
problems.
 “The academic part is im-
portant, but I also care about 
their well being. I know what 
it is like to come to school 
and to thinking about other 
things,” Grogg said.
 Later in life. Grogg says 
she sees herself not being any-
thing other than a math teach-
er.
 “I am not interested in 
becoming a principal or guid-
ance counselor,” she said.
“Although, when I retire I just 
want to relax. Maybe have a 
house on the beach.”

Mr. Paulson, was a wonderful 
teacher. I looked to him as a 
role model for my career.” 
 Being a math teacher and 
a teacher in general has im-
pacted her life in many ways.
 “Being a math teacher has 
helped me to be aware of the 
information that is presented 
to us through the media, those 
in power, etc. This helps me to 
make sure that the informa-
tion is accurate and that peo-
ple are not being misled,” 
  Menges says her fa-
vorite thing about being a 
math teacher is helping stu-
dents get better at math be-
cause she absolutely loves it. 
 “Being a teacher is a lot of 
work. It is a job that does not 
end, since a teacher is always 
trying to modify and improve 
what they do.” said Menges.
 Despite all the hard work 
she loves being a math teacher 
and is very passionate about 
the things she does.

 As a teacher you need to 
be able to keep the students 
that you are teaching and 
engaged in the topic you are 
teaching. 
 “A good math teacher 
needs to be enthusiastic about 
the subject matter, able to con-
nect the material to real life 
situations and be willing to 
help students to understand 
the material.” Menges said. 

“It is important to 
learn to be caring and 
responsible.  We all 
need to work togeth-

er and get along...”
 
 On a daily basis she needs 
to keep the students engaged 
in what they are learning be-
cause not all students loves 

“Teachers are im-
portant because they 
help to prepare chil-
dren for their future.  
They help them to 
reach their poten-

tial.” 
math as much as she does.
 Being any sort of teacher 
is not easy. 
 “If you want to be a math 
teacher, be prepared to work, 
but also look for the opportu-
nities to help others grow in 
their knowledge.  That will be 
your reward.”  Menges said.
 There are more things 
that are important to learn in 
school then math. 
 School can teach you life 

lessons that you can use the 
rest of your life. 
 “It is important to learn 
to be caring and responsible.  
We all need to work together 
and get along.  We also need 
to learn to do what is expected 
and necessary, no matter what 
our job is.” Menges said. 
 Being able to learn these 
few things you can the rest of 
your life.
 Teaching is a very impor-
tant job that often get unno-
ticed by others who haven’t 
been to school in a long time 
or don’t have kids in school. 
 Without teachers you 
wouldn’t learn things that 
you can use the rest of your 
life. 
 “Teachers are important 
because they help to prepare 
children for their future.  They 
help them to reach their po-
tential. This also impacts the 
future of our society,” said 
Menges.
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Mrs. Kathleen Grogg flashes her 
smile during school

Submitted photo.

“The academic part is 
important, but I also 
care about their well 

being...”    
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What impactful woman in history are you?
By Molly Reinhard
Editor-in-Chief
 of P.O.P.

Aries

Gloria Steinem - American fem-
inist activist who advocated for 
woman’s rights in journalism.

Virgo

Margaret Sanger - Women’s 
rights activist who opened 
first birth control clinic and 
stressed better sex education.

Gemini

Marylin Monroe - Ameri-
can icon who was the first 
woman to get script and direc-
tor approval for her movies. 

Libra

Eleanor Roosevelt  - First 
Lady that was a strong 
presence in the wom-
en’s rights movement.Sagittarius

Billie Jean King - Former  
world number one ten-
nis player who fought for 
women’s rights in sports.

Pisces

Ruth Bader Ginsburg - 
Second female supreme 
court justice  and a strong 
voice for women’s rights.

Taurus

Sally Ride - First Ameri-
can woman in space.

Capricorn

Michelle Obama - Former 
First Lady known as a feminist 
icon and inspiration to women.

Scorpio

Marie Curie - First wom-
an to win a Nobel Prize.

Leo

Amelia Earhart - First 
woman to fly across 
the Atlantic Ocean.

Cancer

Malala Yousafzai - Activist   for 
female education and young-
est winner of a Nobel Prize. Susan B. Anthony 

-  Famous activist dur-
ing women’s sufferage.

Aquarius



Saudi Arabia appoints first female ambassador to D.C.

 On 23 Feb. 2019 Saudi 
Arabia appointed Princess 
Reema bint Bandar as its new 
ambassador to D.C., mak-
ing her the first female en-
voy in the country’s history. 
 She has replaced Prince 
Khalid bin Salman, who 
was appointed vice defence 
minister of Saudi Arabia, 
during a time of tension be-
tween the U.S. and Saudi 
Arabia following the recent 
murder of Washington Post 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 
 Princess Reema has al-
ready been scrutinized by 
U.S. government officials who 
have made threats against 
Saudi Arabia for Khashog-
gi’s murder, alleging that 
crown prince Mohammed 
bin Salman organized his 
death. The Saudi Arabian 
government, however, has 
denied any involvement as 
suggested in these claims.
 Many have perceived 
Princess Reema’s appoint-
ment as an indicator that Saudi 
Arabia wants to smooth over 
their relationship with the 
U.S. due to these past issues. 
 “The appointment of a 
new envoy signifies an at-
tempt by Riyadh to try and 
reset relations with Washing-
ton and draw a line under the 
Khashoggi affair; However, 
unlikely that may be in prac-
tice, at least with Congress,” 
said Kristian Ulrichsen, a fel-
low for the Middle East at 
Rice University’s Baker Insti-
tute for Public Policy, to ATF. 
 Princess Reema, 44, is 
the daughter of a former 
ambassador to the U.S., 
and has served as a lead-
ing advocate for female en-

trepreneurship and gender 
equity within the kingdom. 
 She previously worked 
as the vice president for de-
velopment and planning for 
the Saudi Arabian General 
Sports Authority where she 
led campaigns to promote 
women in sports through 
initiatives focused on the 
encouragement of healthy 
lifestyles and inclusion. 
 In this position she also 
worked alongside the Min-
istry of Education to pro-
vide female students with 
physical education classes 
and opened hundreds of 
gyms, creating an estimat-
ed 40,000 jobs for citizens.
 “I need women work-
ing,” said Princess Reema. 
“Economics say you cannot 
have 50 percent of your com-
munity not participating. The 
economics say when 50 per-
cent of your community— 
and specifically, women— 
are in business, trade and 
economic values, you actu-
ally have a better economy.”
 She said that she believes 
strongly in an economic-based 
strategy to encourage women 
to join the Saudi workforce. 
 By giving women op-
portunities to work and 
exercise, she hopes to not 
only establish change in the 
lives of females but to cre-
ate a more active economy in 
which everybody engages in. 
 Princess Reema has es-
tablished her belief that 
women working in the econ-
omy is simply “evolution, 
not westernization.” She said 
that women in the work-
force is a matter of indepen-
dence— in which women 
have the decision to individu-
ally operate professionally.
 She has publicly com-
mended Prince bin Salman’s 

active efforts at pushing for 
social reform within the coun-
try, specifically praising the 
Saudi government for lift-
ing the ban on women driv-
ing and allowing women to 
enter sport stadiums in 2018.
 “To be able to experience 
in my home country what I 
experienced growing up in 
the [United] States— mov-
ies, socializing and mobil-
ity— those are monumental 
shifts that, yes, obviously we 
would have liked to have 
seen sooner, but the fact that 
we’re doing it today is, for 
me, absolutely wonderful.” 
said Princess Reema to CNN’s 
Christiane Amanpour in June.
 She said she feels respon-
sible in her position of power 
to encourage reform even fur-
ther, especially since she has 
acknowledged her personal 
privileges in Saudi Arabia 
and admitted that the extent 
of her freedoms is not “the 
reality of a lot of women.”
 Consequently, Princess 
Reema is determined to effec-
tively advocate for the beliefs 

that the community of women 
in Saudi Arabia feel strongly 
about. She believes that she 
has already greatly impacted 
the inclusion of Saudi wom-
en in sports and hopes that 
women can be integrated in 
other areas of society as well. 
 Although women in Sau-
di Arabia have seemingly just 
gained “basic” rights recent-
ly, Princess Reema said that 
change for females is inevita-
ble, regardless of the amount 
of time it takes to occur. 
 She said that social re-
form would prove benefi-
cial to Saudi Arabian society, 
not only morally, but both 
economically and socially. 
 Princess Reema has said 
that the government has 
been very receptive to her 
ideas that aim to obtain gen-
der equity and encourage 
female entrepreneurship.
 She said that it is a pro-
cess of shifting— finding 
what works and what proves 
ineffective at benefitting both 
citizens and government. 
 This process admit-

tedly can take time, as 
Princess Reema had said, 
since it takes considerable 
amounts of effort to estab-
lish reforms that host long-
term sustainable solutions.
 She does, however, be-
lieve that the government 
is appropriately listening to 
women and the conversation 
regarding female rights is spo-
ken about constantly by both 
male and female politicians.
 Princess Reema hopes 
that she can use her politi-
cal power to ensure that the 
government can highlight is-
sues that help holistic move-
ment for society as a whole, 
rather than just establishing 
these rights for an elite few. 
 This process may be 
long and difficult, but Prin-
cess Reema believes that 
social reform will occur in 
Saudi Arabia as women in 
government continue to ad-
vocate the rights of women. 
 As she has said, “The 
onus is on us to take the next 
step forward in the growth of 
women in our community.”

By Laila Samphilipo
Editor
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Princess Reema speaks with Channel 4 News presenter Jon Snow on 9 March, 2018. 
Photo by Channel 4 News. 



Author prevents harder hitting usage of deadly toxin

Celebrating Malala Yousafzai, all of her acheivements 

 Rachel Carson the author 
of Silent Spring was born on 
May 27, 1907 Springdale, 
Pennsylvania. She was raised 
on a farm so she knew a lot 
about wildlife and nature it-
self. 
 At the time women were 
not respected as equals but 
that didn’t stop her from 
achieving her goal. When she 
graduated high school she 
wanted to majored in a Ma-
rine Biologist. She then start-
ed teaching at Maryland for 
5 years before joining the fish 
and wildlife service. 
 During 1950s Rachel Car-

 Seven years ago, Malala 
Yousafzai was shot by the 
Taliban for simply going to 
school in Mingora, Pakistan. 
Yet, she is still making strides 
in the fight for women’s edu-
cation in Pakistan and other 
developing countries.
 Yousafzai is an advo-
cate for women’s education, 
public speaker, author, and 
founder of Malala Fund. She 
is now known for successfully 
helping thousands of girls’ get 
an education. 
 From a young age, she 
began to speak out about the 
injustices women faced when 
the Taliban took over her vil-
lage. 
 One of the new policies 

son started to do research on 
the effects of pesticides on the 
food chain. Which was the 
beginning of the book Silent 
Spring in 1962. Which con-
demned the indiscriminate 
use of pesticides and especial-
ly dichlorodiphenyltrichloro-
ethane. 
 For those who don’t 
know what DDT is its dichlo-
rodiphenyltrichloroethane or 
in simpler words it’s a poison 
for insects, like mosquitoes.  
 Anyways, her book was 
read by the government and 
they called her down because 
the book spiked a lot of com-
motion. They then had her 
fact check things with wit-
nesses and info she collected. 
Only then they came to the 
vote to actually ban DDT. 

By Anna 
Lumsargis
Staff Writer

Their reasoning was behind 
the fact that it was also affect-
ing the offspring which bald 
eagles and falcons. 
 Which in present days it’s 
banned everywhere unless the 
location is had a lot of malar-
ia. There is a lot of controversy 
about the outcome, some say 
it was the right move and oth-
ers argue that she killed mil-
lions of people with malaria. 
 You can find many stories 
out on the web on how the 
decision was bad or the other 
way around on how it was 
good. This is because it still af-
fects us today because malaria 
is still with us with the raise 
of mosquitoes who carry this 
disease. 
 A Competitive Enterprise 
Institute, a libertarian think 

tank, devotes an entire web-
site to the notion that “Rachel 
was wrong.”  It says that “mil-
lions of people around the 
world suffer the painful and 
often deadly effects of malaria 
because one person sounded a 
false alarm.”
 Also a former U.S. Senator 
Tom Coburn has declared that 
“millions of people, particu-
larly children under five, died 
because governments bought 
into Carson’s junk science 
claims about DDT.” There are 
also people who agree with 
her and who thought she was 
superior than others because 
of her smarts. “Rachel Carson 
was ahead of her time,”  Heil-
man says. 
 “I feel that Rachel was su-
per smart and really thought-

being that women could no 
longer go to school.
 “I spoke out publicly on 
behalf of girls and our right 
to learn. And this made me a 
target,” said Yousafzai. 
 In October 2012, she 
was shot coming home from 
school by the Taliban. 
 “A masked gunmen 
boarded my school bus and 
asked,‘Who is Malala?’ He 
shot me on the left side of my 
head,” Yousafzai said. 
 After this traumatic in-
cident, she decided that she 
would continue to fight for 
her cause instead of keeping 
quiet out of fear. 
 With the help of her father, 
she founded Malala Fund, 
which would help girls get the 
education they deserved. 
 “With my father, who has 
always been my ally and in-
spiration, I established Malala 

Fund, a charity dedicated to 
giving every girl an oppor-
tunity to achieve a future she 
chooses,” said Yousafzai. 
 In doing this, she became 
the youngest person to ever be 
awarded a Nobel Peace Prize 
in December 2014, impressing 
the United Nations with her 
message of peace and equality 
with an emphasis on the im-
portance of education for all. 
 Today she is studying phi-
losophy, politics and econom-
ics at the University of Oxford 
in England. 
 When she is not reading 
her textbooks, she is travel-
ing to meet girls all over the 
world who have faced ob-
stacles when trying to achieve 
academics. 
 “I travel to many coun-
tries to meet girls fighting 
poverty, wars, child marriage 
and gender discrimination 

to go to school. Malala Fund 
is working so that their sto-
ries, like mine, can be heard 
around the world, ” she said. 
 The Malala Fund invests 
in many developing coun-
tries, activists and educators. 
 They also hold leaders to 
be accountable of their prom-
ises of bettering girls’ educa-
tion. 
 “Every day I fight to en-
sure all girls receive 12 years 
of free, safe, quality educa-
tion” Yousafzai said. 
 She will not stop until ev-
ery girl can go to school. Her 
persistence and determination 
does not go unnoticed, having 
helped girls in Afghanistan, 
Brazil, India, Nigeria, Paki-
stan and the Syrian region, 
everyday she gets a little bit 
closer to her ultimate goal. 
 This, however, can not be 
done alone, and there is still 

much to do. 
 “With more than 130 mil-
lion girls out of school to-
day, there is more work to be 
done. I hope you will join my 
fight for education and equal-
ity. Together, we can create a 
world where all girls can learn 
and lead,” she said. 
 During Women’s History 
Month, it is especially impor-
tant to remember the impor-
tance of our school and the 
girls who have to fight to go 
to school. 
 Malala reminds us that 
power lies within education 
and that should not be taken 
for granted.
 “Let us pick up our books 
and pencils. They are our 
most powerful weapon,” said 
Yousafzai. 

ful to our animals that was 
endangered by the DDT.”  
Heilman says. Rachel Carson 
died from breast cancer after 
the book was published “si-
lent spring.” 
 She never gave up as a 
writer for the marine wildlife 
which people find amazing 
because the time period she 
was in with girls not superior 
or smart. But she didn’t let 
that stop her and I think that’s 
why so many people admire 
her. 
 “I do agree with her opin-
ion of getting rid of DDT.” 
Heilman said. Overall Rachel 
Carson did things that many 
people agree but with an 
equal amount that don’t agree 
and I personally feel like she 
has done the right thing.
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Central students discuss motherly appreciation

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez: Youngest congresswoman in history

 When you ask people 
who they look up to, most 
people say their mom. 
Gwen Zimmerman, a sopho-
more at CYHS looks up to her 
mom for many reasons.  
 “She is hardworking and 
a good mom that takes care of 
her kids even though they’re 
a pain sometimes. She influ-
ences me because she is de-
termined in starting her own 
business. She always supports 
me and helps me through 
things.

 Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez, or AOC, made history as 
the youngest congresswoman 
ever at the age of 29. 
 Having previously 
worked for well-known poli-
ticians such as Bernie Sanders 
in his 2012 campaign, she had 
already had a foot in politics 
before running for Congress.
 Having grown up in the 
Bronx, one of Ocasio-Cortez’s 
main issues is the immigra-
tion system, having seen it’s 
effect on the lives of those in 
her community. 
 Being the daughter of 
Puerto Rican immigrants, she 
plans to advocate for New 
York’s minority and immi-
grant groups, as the 14th dis-
trict is 70 percent people of 
color but has never had a per-

 “She makes me believe 
that I can do whatever I want. 
She quit her job to sell her own 
insurance and still manages to 
support her family and take 
care of us every day.  
 “This makes me believe 
that I can do the same when 
I’m older,” said Zimmerman.
  Zimmerman first realized 
she looked up to her mother 
when she went through her 
parent’s divorce.
 “She was heartbroken, 
but she still managed to grow 
as a person and find someone 
new to make a new life,” said 
Zimmerman. 
 Zimmerman strongly be-
lieves her mother shapes her 

into a better person every day. 
 “We fight a lot, but that 
brings us closer together. No 
matter what I do, she always 
supports me. She tells me 
things straight up and makes 
me a better person,” said Zim-
merman.
 “We went from living in 
a one bedroom apartment to-
gether to us living in a house 
with a whole new family. She 
is very determined and she 
knows what she wants in 
life,” said Zimmerman. 
 Another sophomore at 
CYHS, Alix Thomas, also 
looks up to her mother as a 
role model. 
 “She keeps a smile on 

my face and makes me, my 
friends, and my family hap-
py,” said Thomas. “We have 
the same personality.” 
 Her mom impacts her life 
because of the way she works 
to make her happy.
 “My mom has come from 
a very low point and fought 
through very tough situa-
tions. She is one of the stron-
gest people I know,” said 
Thomas.
 People tend to follow af-
ter the women who take care 
of them on a daily basis due 
to seeing everything they deal 
with and everything they ac-
complish. However, it goes 
both ways. Mothers also influ-

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez fights for change for all social classes.
Submitted photo.

son of color represent them. 
 That is, before Ocasio-
Cortez.
 Her policies promise big 
changes in the government, 
with some people claiming 
them as “radical” ideas. 
 But many believe change 
is necessary for our country to 
improve.
 “Her ideas speak for a 
typically underrepresented 
population: the lower class 
and people of color. And I be-
lieve her so-called ‘radical pol-
icies’ are what America needs. 
It has only ever been radicals 
that have created long-lasting 
change,” said Central York 
alum Shannan Richard.
 When discussing the glass 
ceiling and sexism, many 
point to Cortez as being one 
of the few women who has 
“broken through.” 
 But whether the glass ceil-
ing is as prominent today as it 
was in the past is something 

to think about.
 “I believe it was real, but 
now people are a lot more di-
verse and open-minded. Hill-
ary Clinton was a female and 
was able to get to the primaries 
of the presidential election. 
Ellen [Degeneres] and Oprah 
[Winfrey] have their own talk 
shows and they make [lots] 
of money so I believe as of 
now, we are moving into an 
era where diversity is more 
accepting,” said Sean Young, 
Central York junior. 
 Women make up about 
a fourth of our congress, 
while they make up a little 
more than half the popula-
tion.  
 This underrepresenta-
tion is something that wor-
ries many because Congress is 
largely dominated by wealthy, 
white men who clearly lack 
an understanding of what is 
going on in the lives of immi-
grants, the poor, and women. 

 “America will never re-
ceive a true democracy until it 
reflects national demograph-
ics,” said Richard.
 Whether or not you agree 
with her political views, most 
can agree that having women 
in Congress makes for a more 
diverse and helpful govern-
ment and inspires young 
women to get involved.

 Just by being in office, 
Ocasio-Cortez has started 
a movement and inspired 
change in our government 
and its people.
 AOC is fighting for 
change amoung all classes.
 “I have no doubt Cortez 
will be the one to bring about 
actual policy change,” said 
Richard.

ence the way their kids think 
and act. 
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By Erin Bresnahan
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Alix Thomas and her inspiring mother 
Kathleen Thomas.

Photo submitted by Alix Thomas.



Women Airforce Service Pilots: The unsung heroes of World War II

 Few things have been 
glorified more by books 
and movies than the lives of 
World War Two Fighter Pilots. 
 From the glitz and glam-
or of the uniforms to flying 
high-performance fighter 
aircraft, it’s hard not to tell 
their story. What most people 
don’t know is the story of how 
those pilots got their planes. 
 Thanks to women, male 
fighter pilots got their planes.
Women on the Home Front 
during World War Two are 
most noted for their work 
on the assembly line but, on 
September 10, 1942, Nancy 
Harkness Love changed that. 
 With the support of the US 
Army Aircorps, Air Transport 
Command Love had permis-
sion to organize a group of 25 
women pilots to form the first 
ever Women’s Auxiliary Fer-
rying Squadron or WASF for 
short. The first WASF squad-
ron would be based Newcas-
tle Army Airbase in Deleware. 
Around the same time 
that WASF squadrons 
were being formed anoth-
er women’s aviation pro-
gram was put into motion. 
 This second program was 
the Women’s Flying Training 
Detachment (WFTD) headed 
up by Jacquline Cochran. 
Cochran at the beginning of 
the war had tried to interest 
the Army Air Corps in the 
idea of women pilots. The 
Army Air Corp was unin-
terested in Cochran’s idea. 
 Cochran, after this ini-
tial set back Cochran and a 
group of women, went over-
seas to England to serve 
with the Royal Air Force’s 

Transport Auxiliary which 
did accept female pilots. 
 While serving with the 
Transport Auxiliary, Cochran 
got word of the formation 
of WASF. Cochran quickly 
went to Army Air Corps 
General “Hap” Arnold. Co-
chran convinced Arnold that 
the singular WASF squadron 
did not have the amount of 
personnel needed to com-
plete its demanding task. 
 Cochran got approval 
from Arnold to start train-
ing additional Women pi-
lots to send to WASF squad-
rons. Cochran established 
the WFTD on November 16, 
1942, at Howard Hughes 
Airport in Huston, Texas. 
 Cochran’s first class of 
WFTD cadets numbered 
just 25. All of which were re-
quired to have at least 200 

hours of flying time and, a 
commercial pilots license. 
 The WFTD was also more 
than just a training program. It 
performed most of the Army 
Aircorps domestic tasks. Such 
tasks ranged from ferrying 
aircraft and putting running 
time on new engines to even 
training Male pilot cadets. 
 After much success 
from both the WASF and 
WFTD program, the deci-
sion was made that the two 
organizations be merged 
to form WASP standing for 
Women Air Service Pilots. 
 WASP was officially 
formed on August 5, 1943. 
Nancy Harkens Love and Jac-
quline Cochran were appoint-
ed the heads of WASP. Love 
would be in charge of the Fer-
rying portion of WASP while 
Cochran would be in charge 

of training WASP pilots. 
 After its inception, a stag-
gering 25,000 Women applied 
for WASP training with only 
1,879 of those candidates 
were accepted. Only 1,074 of 
those initial 1,879 would go 
on to complete WASP training 
with a better graduation rate 
than their male counterparts. 
 WASP would go on to per-
form their task admirably fly-
ing all matter of aircraft from 
trainers like the T-6 Texan to 
Fighters and Bombers like 
the legendary P-51 Mustang 
and the infamous B-26 Ma-
rauder hatefully nicknamed 
“the Baltimore Whore.” 
 After 16 months WASP 
would be disbanded in De-
cember of 1944. Gen. Hap 
Arnold wrote the following 
in a letter: “When we needed 
you, you came through and 

have served most commend-
ably under very difficult cir-
cumstances, but now the war 
situation has changed and the 
time has come when your vol-
unteer services are no longer 
needed. The situation is that 
if you continue in service, you 
will be replacing instead of re-
leasing our young men. I know 
the WASP wouldn’t want that. 
I want you to know that I ap-
preciate your war service and 
the AAF will miss you...” 
 WASP pilots, even af-
ter the disbandment of their 
group, left behind an un-
matched legacy. Not only did 
they play a massive part in 
the American war effort, they 
also paved the way for some 
of the first female Fighter Pi-
lots. WASP pilots would even 
receive veteran status in 1977.

By Sam Lavine
Editor

10 March 2019 On The Prowl

WASP (from left) Frances Green, Margaret Kirchner, Ann Waldner and Blanche Osborn leave their B-17 during ferry training at Lockbourne Army Air Force base. 
Photo by The WASP Archive.
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Women’s sports: A way to bring people together

Female journalists still outnumbered across U.S.

 From soccer player Carli 
Lloyd’s hat trick against Japan 
in the 2015 Women’s World 
Cup Final to Kerri Strug clos-
ing a U.S. Women’s Gymnas-
tics gold medal on a broken 
ankle in the 1996 Olympic 
Games, female athletes have 
long been an inspiration to all
However, only 50 years prior 
to this, women’s sports were 
nowhere near where they are 
today. 
 Historically, women play-
ing sports was frowned upon 
in America, with it being con-
sidered more proper for wom-
en to remain dignified and 

 Hoda Kotb, Savannah 
Guthrie and Katie Couric are 
just some of the very popu-
lar female journalists today. 
However, women still fall 
short when it comes to rep-
resentation in newsrooms 
across the country.
 According to NPR, only 
37.7 percent of the media 
workforce is made up of fe-
males.
 Jasmine Vaughn-Hall, 
Trending Reporter for York 
Daily Record says that she 
thinks it’s very important to 
have the female perspective 
in journalism. 
 “Women bring a differ-
ent perspective and experi-
ence to the table in almost any 
field. This isn’t to say that men 
don’t, but a newsroom that is 

noncompetitive. Women were 
first allowed in the Olympics 
Games in 1920. 
 As women gained rights 
throughout the century, they 
obtained more sporting op-
portunities. Additionally, 
with the growing importance 
for children to play sports, 
youth sports have risen in 
popularity and girls included. 
Lisa Keichline, a 1986 high 
school graduate, who for-
merly played softball and did 
cheerleading during her high 
school years, enjoyed her time 
as an athlete.
 “I am flooded with good 
memories when I recall my 
days playing sports. I loved 
the competition and friend-
ship developed with team-

By Max Reeder
Editor

mates. Sports gave me some-
thing fun to focus on,” said 
Keichline.
 Softball and baseball 
were one of the first sports 
that women were able to be 
included in, as early as the 
1800s, per the Carteret County 
News-Times.
 “Sports teach you to work 
hard for what you want to 
achieve. Team sports teach 
you how to be a good team-
mate, friend, and how impor-
tant it is to keep your com-
mitment to your teammates,” 
Keichline said. 
Along with helping you be a 
good teammate and sports-
man, sports also aid in in-
creasing reaction time and de-
cision making due to the fast 

nature of games. 
 As good as sports can be 
to play, watching can also be 
a great experience that helps 
bond people together from 
different groups. Sports are 
universal. 
 “Football is my favorite 
sport to watch.  It brings the 
family together for fun and 
food.  My team, the Eagles, 
unites an entire city.  What 
else can do that?” Keichline 
said. 
 One of the best ways to 
increase participation in activ-
ities is through advertisement 
and media exposure. This ap-
plies to sports too, but this is 
a bit of a concern for women 
sports.
 “I imagine women sports 

only built around one gen-
der’s perspective is danger-
ous because you’re likely to 
miss the bigger picture on key 
stories,” she said. 
 Becky Metrick, Cops Re-
porter for PennLive agrees 
with Vaughn-Hall. “It helps 
bring other perspectives and 
experiences to newsrooms. 
Especially when sharing other 
women’s stories. Good writ-
ers are always finding the best 
ways to represent the subjects 
of their stories, but if you 
haven’t been in their shoes, 
or close to, it’s rare that it will 
feel as authentic as the sub-
jects deserve,” said Metrick.
 Vaughn-Hall said that she 
believes there will be an in-
crease in women in the media 
in the next few years. “One of 
my concerns is that, yes, jour-
nalism will gain more women, 
but there may not be a spike 
in women of color and that’s 

important, as well,” she said.
 According to Women’s 
Media Center, there is only 
one woman in the top three 
editor positions in 77 percent 
of American newsrooms, that 
number falls to 28 percent for 

women of color.
Metrick would also like to see 
more women in color. “Do I 
want to see more women in 

newsrooms? Of course, espe-
cially women of color,” she 
said.
 One of the obstacles that 
women face in the journalism 
is misogyny. “One of the big-
gest obstacles women face in 

journalism is succumbing to 
the stereotypical things that 
can be said as your name gets 
out there. You’ll also need to 

learn to divert mansplaining 
when you need to get your 
point across,” said Vaughn-
Hall. 
 Metrick agrees that mi-
sogyny plays a role in the 
newsroom. “A lot of assump-
tions can be made about jour-
nalists as is, and when it’s a 
woman even more assump-
tions are made about biases, 
and sources will react and 
behave in accordance to those 
assumptions,” said Metrick.
 Vaughn-Hall and Metrick 
both said that they wish to 
see more women in news. “I 
think it goes beyond just read-
ers. I’m referring to young 
girls who have their whole 
lives ahead of them and who 
see women in the field of jour-
nalism. It inspires them and 
the representation signals to 
them that they are more than 
capable of being in this field 
someday,” said Vaughn-Hall.

would be more popular if 
there was better advertis-
ing. I don’t really hear too 
much about women’s sports,” 
Keichline said. “Life would 
be boring without sports, and 
just not as fun.” 
 Sophomore Shri Vennu, 
who used to play soccer, 
agreed, saying, “Sports mean 
a lot to me because they are a 
part of who I am, and I’ve al-
ways had a sport or two that I 
played. I think they shape you 
into good people and can also 
reveal what type of person 
you are.” 
 “[Sports] teach you what 
it’s like to have another fam-
ily, not by blood, but by how 
close you’ve gotten over the 
period of time,” Vennu said.

By Sam Woloson
Staff Writer

Female journalist  Savannah Gurthrie interviews President Barack Obama for 
the Today Show.
Submitted photo.
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The beauty community: The impact on women, all individuals

 The beauty industry can 
be traced back to as early as 
4,000 B.C. from the ancient 
Egyptian time period. 
	 The	 first	 metal	 lipstick	
containers were created in 
1915 by Maurice Levy, and 
from then on the evolution 
grew. 
 Now, beauty products 
range from makeup, skin care, 
hair care products and nail 
polish. 
 The rise of the beauty 
community can be attributed 
to social media, such as plat-
forms like YouTube and Ins-
tagram. Social media and the 
youth of today go hand in 
hand. 
 Senior Raya Levine said, 
“I think YouTube [got me into 
makeup]. I wasn’t really into 
makeup or things like glitter 
and eyeshadow until the end 
of middle school. I watched 
beauty videos on YouTube 
and I consumed so many tips 
and tricks that I just wanted to 
try it out.”
 Regardless, it still is a pas-
sion and a positive outlet to 
many who look up to people 
in the community. 
 Senior and Ulta employee 
Leah Parson said, “The im-
portance of the beauty indus-
try is to show that everyone 
is beautiful no matter what 
ethnicity, gender, weight or 
age. Everyone deserves to feel 
beautiful.” 
 There always is a strong 
debate that makeup is used 
to cover up one’s insecurities, 
but that more often than not 
is not the case and should be 
looked at as more of an art.
 “Makeup is a form of self-

expression	 and	 a	 different	
way to showcase creativity in 
a less traditional way,” Parson 
said. 
 Similarly, Levine said, 
“For me, it isn’t a way to cov-
er up who I am but to express 
who I am. As many can tell 
some days I like to go all out 
with eyeshadow and glitter. It 
is a way to express how I am 
feeling and to show my cre-
ative side. I can do whatever 
I want because I am my own 
canvas and I love to practice 
whenever I can.” 
	 Just	 like	 the	 differ-
ent makeup products have 
evolved over time, so does 
different	 styles	 and	 trends	

with creative looks as well.  
 Each artist has their own 
way of doing things, but what 
sets them apart is their unique 
“beats” they create.
    Many beauty company 
owners are artists themselves 
and start their own brand af-
ter falling in love with the in-
dustry and creation. 
    Parson said, “I look up to 
Pat McGrath because I admire 
how she bends the rules of ed-
itorial makeup with color and 
unique shapes.”
    Many artists showcase their 
work on social media plat-
forms to reach out to brands, 
other artists, and to get their 
world recognized for audi-

ences to see.
    Levine said, “I love the cre-
ativity on Instagram. I love 
unconventional artists and 
people who have their own 
vibe. Ones that I look up to 
and get inspiration from are @
lauramuaria and @contrashel-
by there are many others but 
I love these two because of 
their beautiful out of the box 
looks.”
    Centuries ago a roadway 
paved for anyone of any gen-
der to express themselves in 
a new creative way, and that 
has taken the world by storm.  
 The creation of makeup 
may not have begun with a 
male, but it’s amazing to see 

how practices from ancient 
Egyptian times has created a 
lifestyle for so many artists in 
the industry.
    We see this in popular art-
ists	like	James	Charles,	Jeffree	
Star, Bretman Rock and many 
more.
    The idea behind isn’t who 
it was made for and who it 
wasn’t, it’s the art form behind 
it that holds the true value.
    “Anyone can be a part of 
the community and share 
their talents. The beauty com-
munity also starts a lot of 
conversations about equality 
in beauty which need to hap-
pen,” Levine said.

Seniors Leah Parson (left) and Raya Levine (right) share their makeup looks.
Submitted photos.

By Joelle 
Pacheco
Editor-in-Chief



Iconic women in music and their monumental impact

Female representation in movies more honest than before

 Throughout the course of 
history, women have carried 
different roles in movies. 
 From the 1920s to present 
day, they have gone from be-
ing the stereotypical damsel in 
distress roles to Marvel hav-
ing it’s very first movie with 
a female heroine, “Captain 
Marvel.” 
 In the inception of the art 
of movie making, women of-
ten took up a role that didn’t 
matter much to the story, 
mostly serving as motivation 
for a male protagonist in one 
way or another. 
 Over time this has 
changed. If one were to com-
pare the Disney Princesses 
of the past to the most recent 
contenders, the difference is 
staggering. 
 From Snow White to 
Moana and Jasmine to Me-

rida, little girls all over the 
world are witness to stron-
ger and more independent 
role models. Characters like 
Moana, Hermione and others  
show all girls, both older and 
younger, what it means to be 
a strong woman. 
Disney’s “Frozen,” which 
used a portrayal of sisterly 
love to subvert the expectation 
of a prince and princess fall-
ing in love at first sight story-
line.

 Mr. Alexander Strickler, 
the district CTV advisor and 
teacher had this to say on the 
current portrayal of women in 
movies and the representation 
they’ve had in the industry. 
 “The positives are defi-
nitely broadcasted to us. Films 
like ‘Ocean’s Eight,’ ‘Lady 
Bird’ and ‘Wonder Woman’ 
are examples of movies with 
women in leading roles that 
are pointed at to say repre-
sentation has improved. But a 
lot of behind the scenes roles 
such as director and writer 
are still very much underrep-
resented. In the past 19 years, 
only three women were nomi-
nated for best directed and 
only one won. I would like to 
see more female writers and 
directors moving forward,” 
said Strickler
 “Women are taking a 
more frontrunner role instead 
of being the damsel in distress 
that has to be rescued or the 
damsel who sends her war-

rior off to war. They are the 
warriors who are going off to 
war. They are the ones hold-
ing down the fort.”  Said Ms. 
Patricia Jackson.
 Hollywood has been 
growing in representation 
over the past decades and di-
versity is on the rise. 
 “I don’t think it’s moved 
fast enough for some of the 
actresses. I do believe there’s 
been forward progression 
such as the “Hunger Games,” 
and “Wonder Woman” is a 
great example. And some of 
the other characters who have 
come forward like “Captain 
Marvel,” who’s about to come 
out,” Jackson said. “It’s mov-
ing slower than it has been, 
but it’s moving and that’s the 
important part.” 
 Those growing up in the 
older generation could see 
things differently from those 
growing up in this new world.
 “I think the present day 
is doing females a lot more 

justice in how they’re por-
trayed in films. If you look 
in the former half of the film 
industry from the 1910s to the 
sixties or seventies, women 
were definitely a subject of 
objectivism in the fact that 
they were the main object, so 
to speak, or reward for a male 
protagonist,” said senior Rob-
ert Tufarolo. “We’re now see-
ing in the modern times more 
females having roles as pro-
tagonists and more all-female 
cast members. Plenty more 
writers and directors that are 
females and they’re able to 
have a directorial debut or ca-
reer nowadays, that just was 
not a thing even twenty, thirty 
years ago, at least it wasn’t a 
commonality.”
 In the coming years, hope-
fully women will continue to 
gain more representation in 
the industry of Hollywood, 
and we will continue to see 
our movies diversify.
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 Of course, everyone has a 
different view. 
 Some believe that noth-
ing has changed, while others 
think that it’s always chang-
ing. 

I would like to see 
more female writ-
ers and directors 
moving forward.”

Known as “the first lady of 
song,” Ella Fitzgerald is a star 
to never be forgotten. She rose 
to stardom at the age of 21 and 
even became a 13-time Gram-
my Award winner. Fitzger-
ald’s impact was not only 
in the music world; she was 
also an activist for civil rights.

From a young age Aretha 
Franklin was destined to be 
the “Queen of Soul.” By the 
1960s’ her success began to 
grow. She then released her 
song “Respect,” which be-
came an instant hit as well as 
an empowering anthem for 
women all around the globe. 

Stevie Nicks is known to 
entrance listeners with her 
magical talent as a mem-
ber of Fleetwood Mac. She 
also dabbled in solo work, 
best known for “Edge of 
Seventeen.” Her unique 
voice and lyrics impacted 
the music world forever. 

The 80s’ music scene was 
largely dominated by men 
until Madonna came along. 
In 10 years, she sold over than 
70 million albums. Known to 
stir up controversy and new 
ideas, her music and fashion 
had a large impact on the en-
tirety of her career to this day. 

Beginning with “Destiny’s 
Child,” no one could have 
predicted the way Beyonce 
skyrocketed to success. She 
has become a cultural icon 
and leader of current day fe-
male musicians. Her hits such 
as “Flawless” inspire women 
to embrace who they are.

The music world was not always a place where women were accepted. Ella Fitzgerald broke barriers and became one of the first 
female performers to make a name for herself in the male-dominated music industry. Following her came Aretha Franlkin, Stevie 
Nicks, Madonna, Beyonce and many other incredible women. Their achievement, impact and influence should be celebrated this 
Women’s History Month. 



Women, the fashion industry, glass ceiling

 The Glass Ceiling, de-
fined as “an unofficially 
acknowledged barrier to 
advancement in a profes-
sion, especially affecting 
women and members of mi-
norities,” by dictionary.com.
 This phenomena was 
first coined by the Wall 
Street Journal in the article: 
“The Glass Ceiling: Why 
Women Can’t Seem to Break 
The Invisible Barrier That 
Blocks Them From the Top 
Jobs” by Carol Hymowitz 
and Timothy D. Schellhardt.
 March 24, 1986 marked 
the day that this finally had 
the name, and as David 
Maxwell, a former chief 
executive officer for the 
Federal National Morgage 
Association said in their ar-
ticle, “[Men are] quick to feel 
the woman who is tough 
isn’t being womanly, while 
the woman who isn’t tough 
isn’t worth having around.”
Hymowitz and Schellhardt 
continue this, saying: “Yet 

Marita Blake
Managing Editor of
The Prowler
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the biggest obstacle wom-
en face is also the most 
intangible: Men at the top 
feel uncomfortable with 
women beside them.”
 This may seem like a 
problem of the time it was 
published,  yet according to 
americanprogress.org, only 
six percent of CEO’s are 
women. This is without men-
tioning that many women are 
only promoted when com-
panies are failing, as a back-
up blame as to why the busi-
ness was not successful -- a 
term named the glass cliff.
 It seems many things 
within women’s lives are 
“glass,” meaning that they 
can’t be seen, and are not 
literal and physical barri-
ers, but rather societal ones.
We have not come as far 
as we think, as reflected 
throughout all woman’s 
lives, and most often, in 
their professional ones. 

 Today, fashion and 
its lines of the feminine and 
masculine are more blurred 
than ever before. So-called 
“androgynous” fashion is 
seen as the epitome of inno-
vation, yet it is more often 
than not focused on male fits 
on female bodies -- rarely 
female fits on male bodies. 
 Gender neutral cloth-
ing in modern fashion tends to 
be inherently more masculine 
than feminine, as in our pa-
triarchal society men are seen 
as the “base” or the standard. 
Not only this, but women 
are in the classic damned-if-
you-do, damned-if-you-don’t 
position when caring about 
or partaking in fashion. 
 Representation from 
brands is getting better with 
time, and many brands today 
are beginning to show a more 
realistic model base; though 
many still show unrealistic 
body and beauty standards.
 Fashion goes much 
deeper than just the cloth-
ing you wear. Fashion is the 
entirety in which you pres-
ent yourself: makeup, hair, 
clothing and even shoes. It 
is about the silhouette, col-
or, shape, fabrics and over-
all appeal of these things.  
 Every aspect of this 
impacts how people perceive 
your gender. The lines of blue 
and pink may seem concrete, 
but as Cristen Conger and 
Caroline Ervin note in their 
book, “Unladylike,” it was 
only recently that the West-
ern world settle on pink as a 
feminine color and blue as a 
masculine one. “A 1918 chil-

drenswear magazine breaks it 
down: ‘The reason is that pink, 
being a more decided and 
stronger color, is more suit-
able for the boy, while blue, 
which is  more delicate and 
dainty, is prettier for the girl.’”
 The “classic” pink 
and blue of gender is not as 
real as it seems. Even purses, 
heels and hair bows are not 
inherently feminine. Fash-
ion is no more than what 
we dress ourselves with, yet 
there seem to be hard lines 
of what is deemed appro-
priate and inappropriate. 
 When it comes to 
makeup, determining just 
how much to wear can hum-
ble even the most fashion-
able. From the 2017 Millen-
nial Impact Report: “Studies 
have found that women who 
consistently wear makeup are 
considered more competent 
and make 20 percent more 
money than bare-faced babes.”
 Conger and Ervin 
continue this, saying: “Just be 
careful not to make yourself 
look too good because -- for 
women exclusively -- cross-
ing the line from attractive 
to gorgeous arouses nega-
tive stereotypes about intel-
ligence, trustworthiness, and 
leadership skills.” If women 
participate in fashion it is 
good, but they are not al-
lowed to like it too much. 
 Many brands today 
like to participate in a femi-
nist form of what is often re-
ferred to as “rainbow capital-
ism,” the making of clothes 
and products that “support” 
gay rights with rainbow or 
other flags on them while 
truly doing nothing to legiti-
mately support these causes. 
 Brands like Aerie, 
whose mission statement is: 

“Aerie is bras, undies and 
more for every girl. We want to 
make our girls feel good about 
who they are, inside and out. 
No retouching. No supermod-
els. Because the real you is 
sexy,” capitalize on telling us 
that the “real” us is beautiful. 
 They want to make 

you feel good, confident and 
comfortable in their stores, 
and, in turn, their products. 
They reject the days of oppo-
site vanity sizing from brands 
like Victoria’s Secret, where 
they often bring your band 
size down and cup size up to 
make you feel good and sexy, 
enforcing their brand. While 

this is neither confirmed 
nor denied by the company, 
many reddit threads cite hav-
ing a largely different size 
at VS than anywhere else. 
 Victoria’s Secret 
has a load of issues, as well. 
They are recently infamous 
for many articles including a 

Washington Post one, in which 
Razek, the lead marketing of-
ficer says, “No, I don’t think 
we should [include transgen-
der models in the runway 
show]. The show is a fantasy. 
It’s a 42-minute entertainment 
special. That’s what it is.” 
In the end, brands have one 
mission: to sell you things. If 

they make you feel good in the 
process, they are succeeding. 
It is truly unimportant if these 
brands actually care if you feel 
good about yourself or not, 
as long as you think they do. 
 Of course with 
brands, comes models for ad-
vertisements. Androgynous 
model Rain Dove calls her-
self a “gender capitalist” in a 
video with Bustle about her 
modelling career.  
 Dove capitalizes on 
the fact that she can make her-
self look masculine or femi-
nine based on what a brand 
is looking for. Interestingly, 
Dove also says that often times, 
male models are paid less 
than female models in the in-
dustry. Additionally, she gets 
paid based on what gender 
she portrays, not just based on 
the fact that she is a woman. 
 “A gender capitalist 
is someone who takes advan-
tage of opportunities given 
to people based on their per-
ceived sex or gender. When 
I’m a gender capitalist in the 
fashion world, I basically 
can go to any casting that I 
want to as long as somebody 
likes my face,” said Dove. 
 This differs from 
many other industries, where 
women are often paid less 
than men. In this video, Dove 
is shown as a “male” model 
wearing masculine fits, as well 
as a female model in both fem-
inine and masculine fits. She 
is not, however, ever shown 
as a “male” model in feminine 
fits. This is likely because of 
androcentrism which, as de-
fined by dictionary.com, this 

CONT.



Women, the fashion industry, glass ceiling

means, “centered on, empha-
sizing, or dominated by males 
or masculine interests.” This, 
in turn, is culturally margin-
alizing to “feminine” inter-
ests and women in general. 
 Breaking into any in-
dustry can be difficult, and 
modelling is infamous for be-
ing grueling and difficult work. 
 Dove recognises this 
and says, “I’m a gender capi-
talist because I get oppressed 
based on my genitals, based 
on my physical looks, based 
on my socioeconomic status. 
I don’t have time to sit by 
and [do what] I’m supposed 
to do based on my genitals 
or my age. I’m not gonna be 
disadvantaged in any way.” 
 While Dove has this 
mindset and is willing to 
push through the difficult, 
many androgynous models 
do not get far enough for this.
 If becoming a model 
outside of the gender norms is 
difficult, becoming anything 
higher up is even harder due 
to a concept known as the 
“glass ceiling.” This concept 
is mostly defined for women 
getting to high up positions, 
but applies to anyone out-
side of the “norm” as well. 
 Genderqueer and 
nonbinary people struggle 
with representation every-
where, but it is surprising 
it occurs even in industries 
thought to be forward-
thinking, like fashion.
 Women often seem 
like the forefront of fashion, 
but more modernly popu-
lar “streetwear” or “sneak-
erhead” fashion and culture 
is largely male dominated. 
Brands like Nike, Adidas, 
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Supreme, Balenciaga, Off-
White, DSRCV and count-
less others have entire sec-
tions -- or their entire brand 
-- devoted to this subculture. 
 Men traditionally 
dominate “sneakerhead” so-
ciety but how are women to-
day fitting into the equation? 

 There are even entire 
books on the subject, such 
as “Sneakers: Fashion, gen-
der, and subculture” written 
by Kawamura, Yuniya, the 
Professor of Sociology at the 
Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy in New York. Talking 
about gender in her book:
 Furthermore, a 
group of sneaker enthusi-

asts have established a per-
sistent male-dominant com-
munity that excludes and 
alienates girls and women. 
Sneakers represent manhood 
and masculinity. Material 
culture of gender creates and 
recreates gendered beings, 
and a pair of sneakers that is 

used in sports is in turn asso-
ciated with men, and in which 
women are in the subordi-
nate and secondary position.
 Self-proclaimed “sneaker 
fanatic” Tracy Desu has 25.1k 
followers on Instagram and 
is widely known for making 
popular Supreme brand box-
ers into women’s underwear. 
 Supreme, as well as many 

other streetwear brands, do 
not make specific women’s 
clothing or sizes. This is true 
even for large brands like 
Nike and Adidas. Recently, 
a tweet went viral where a 
little girl named Riley asked 
Stephen Curry, designer of 
the Curry shoes, as well as a 

Warriors basketball player, 
why his shoes did not come 
in girls’ sizes. He responded 
with a letter promising to 
correct this issue, but the un-
derlying problem of repre-
sentation of women in this 
culture still has far to to go. 
While this may partly be due 
to the loose silhouettes of 
streetwear fitting more into 

masculine and “sporty” cloth-
ing, it is also due to a lack of 
representation of women in 
this subculture. Desu is one 
woman making a difference 
in this circle of people, mak-
ing this culture more widely 
available to anyone who 
wants to join. Streetwear be-
gan as a culture of just men, 
but is changing to include 
more women as time goes on. 
 Fashion is an ever-grow-
ing and changing industry. 
Though it has a large issue 
with representation across the 
board, women and minorities 
are working to change this 
and make the fashion indus-
try as accepting of people as it 
is of oddities that people wear. 
 Androgynous fashion 
seems to be the future, and 
we see feminine fits hitting 
runways everyday; it is only 
time before gender and fash-
ion truly have no connection 
and fashion is no longer about 
what you are “supposed” to 
wear based off of this and that.
 Representation in fashion 
is getting better by the day 
and although some brands are 
stuck in idealistic mindsets, 
many are making that impor-
tant push to have real-looking 
models and eliminating pho-
toshop. Fashion makes up so 
much more of our lives than 
we think it does. It is often 
how people judge how you 
are feeling, what you do and 
how you express yourself. 
 All of these things are im-
portant, but none are inher-
ently linked to gender. When 
we begin to see fashion for 
what it is, rather than who 
someone is, we find a place 
where fashion has no gender 
and clothes are just clothes.

CONT.



Central students share opinons on women becoming drafted

Search for the names of the powerful women on the front cover

 On Feb. 24 a federal judge 
ruled that the male-only draft 
that the United States created 
in 1940 was unconstitutional. 
 Women now serve in 
higher combat roles and be-
cause the draft does not re-
quire women to register for 
it is unconstitutional ruled 
Judge Gray H. Miller of Texas.
According to many polls, it 
shows that more men than 
women are in favor of women 
registering for the draft.
 With many seniors turn-
ing the draft eligible 18 years 

olds, students voiced the 
matter.  It was found that al-
most all of the students  in-
terviewed nearly all students 
agreed that women should be 
included in the draft for a va-
riety of different reasons.
 Jane Doe said, “Yes I think 
that if women want to have 
equal rights the must also 
have to follow the same re-
sponsibilities that the men do 
such as the draft.”
 However, there are many 
people who think women 
should register for the draft 
for completely other reasons.
John Williams said, “I believe 
that women should because, 
when the law was created 

By Joelle 
Pacheco
Editor-in-Chief

that all men had to go into the 
draft, only men were able to 
be in the military.”
 This student also said 
“Now since women can be in 
the military they should have 
to register for the draft as 
well”
 While many students in 
Central agree, there were a 
few who believed that women 
should not have to register for 
the draft.
 Jannet Deer said “When 
the act was created in 1940, 
it was to have people in case 
we have a war. I think we just 
shouldn’t have the draft as we 
aren’t in times of war.”
 It was found that a small 

number of students supported 
this statement saying that we 
don’t need a draft anymore so 
no one should be drafted in 
the first place.
 James Smith offered one 
of these solutions. He said, 
“women should be in the 
draft, however, they need to 
reform it, so it’s completely 
random that way it doesn’t 
discriminate between gender, 
or race.”
 With all these different 
options around the school and 
the U.S. a new judge stepped 
forward to declare the law un-
constitutional on March 5.
 This action is likely to set 
forth a vote or review by the 

United States Supreme Court 
in order to review The Act and 
decide if it’s constitutional 
or not as well as deciding if 
women should have to regis-
ter for the draft after they hit 
the age of 18.
 Women’s currently are 
serve in combat in all posi-
tions that men could serve in. 
They can serve in high com-
mand or on the ground as just 
regular soldiers. 
 If women would be able 
to be in the draft the number 
would increase by 15,006,180 
people. Making the draft to 
include around 32 million 
americans between the ages 
of 18 and 25.
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The American gender wage gap, women making progress

#MeToo movement making history, sparking conversation

 The wage gap or the gen-
der pay gap is the average 
difference between the yearly 
earnings of women and men. 
In general, women are paid 
less than men nationwide. 
 Women working full-time 
earned just 80 cents for every 
dollar a man earned based 
on a 2016 study, according to 
the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) 
and the Institute for Women’s 
Policy and Research (IWPR). 
At this rate, women are ex-

 The MeToo movement 
took the end of 2017 by storm. 
This movement encouraged 
survivors of sexual miscon-
duct to voice their attacks 
against famous influencers 
while also giving sexual sur-
vivors the voice they have 
been looking for.
 This movement, started 
by Tarana Burke in 2006, 
brought awareness to the 
sexual violence happening 
throughout the country ex-
posing abuse at all ages and 
levels of popularity and influ-
ence.
 Many celebrities have 
been accused of sexual mis-
conduct including Harvey 
Weinstein, Matt Lauer and 
Kevin Spacey. These allega-
tions shocked America and 
started much-needed conver-

pected to reach pay equity by 
the year 2059, according to the 
IWPR. This isn’t even taking 
into consideration the more 
drastic pay gap when it comes 
to women of color.
 Black women earn 63 
cents for every dollar, and 
Latina women make 54 cents. 
The same timeline that strives 
for equity will last hundreds 
of years longer for women of 
color. 
 Alexandria Ocasio-Cor-
tez, U.S. Representative for 
New York’s 14th Congressio-
nal District, helped introduce 
the Paycheck Fairness Act 
which ultimately aims to close 
the pay gap.

 “The pay gap and the 
wage gap is an injustice that 
persists through secrecy, and 
it’s an injustice that persists to 
the present day,” said Ocasio-
Cortez during a news confer-
ence at the Capitol in Wash-
ington, D.C. on Jan. 30, 2019. 
 “The only way that we 
can combat [the wage gap] is 
through organizing and our 
personal action ourselves,” 
she said.
 The Paycheck Fairness 
Act tackles many important 
factors, but two being espe-
cially critical. The first one is 
that employers can no longer 
request salary history and pay 
people according to that his-

tory. 
 “It is time that we pay 
people what they are worth 
and not how little they are 
desperate enough to accept,” 
Osario-Cortez said. 
 The second crucial aspect 
about the Act is that it makes 
it legal to discuss and share 
salary information in the 
workplace. The transparency 
of salaries is especially im-
portant because it allows the 
proof of the gap to be revealed 
for skeptics. 
 Another added benefit 
of the Paycheck Fairness Act 
is that poverty rate for em-
ployed single mothers would 
be sliced in half. Consequent-

MeToo is a movement that must be shouted with power. 
Submitted photo by Athena Swords.

sations.
 These women haven’t 
had the resources to turn their 
pain into something to influ-
ence others and get better. 
 The feeling of being alone 
has been a constant one for 
these women until the tweets 
saying “#metoo” started 
pouring in. 
 According to the New 
York Times, up to 81% of 
women have experienced 
some type of sexual harass-
ment. Whether it be catcall-
ing, groping or rape women 
are likely to go through this at 
some point in their lives.
 Men, in some cases, have 
been viewed as superior to 
women with gender roles from 
decades ago. Holding down a 
woman and making her feel 
uncomfortable for their own 
pleasure is not something that 
should have ever been accept-
ed. The MeToo movement has 
done more than the law could 

ever even begin to do. MeToo 
gave these women hope, a 
voice and power.
 The idea of general vio-
lence has been talked about 
and same with threats. How-
ever, the idea of getting sexu-
ally violated is an issue that 
needs to be addressed in a 
high school setting. According 
to The Guardian, over one and 
three girls in either primary or 
secondary schools claim to 
have been sexually violated.
 This concept is not one 
brought up often no matter 
how much it is needed. Yes, 
we have resources to report 
threats, bullying and concerns 
but reporting sexual harass-
ment is not easy. It is some-
thing that has to be talked 
about more. 
 Whether it’s an issue in 
our school specifically or not, 
it is a conversation that must 
start in Central. We have to 
be prepared for the instance 

when that does happen.
 In February of this year, a 
14-year-old boy was arrested 
and charged in Harrisburg for 
raping a girl in their school 
bathroom. The school initially 
made her walk the same halls 
as the boy before eventually 
taking care of the issue. 
 A similar issue occurred 
back in 2011 with a boy in 
Philadelphia who was bullied 
and raped in his school. He 
moved into a new district and 
subtle name calling turned 
into a violent sexual assault in 
a school bathroom. This child 
was in the fourth grade.

 Still, so many men and 
women are getting by and 
not being held responsible for 
their actions. Central needs 
to make their students more 
aware of what’s happening 
around them and what they 
can do if they are involved in 
these kinds of situations.
 Thank you to the peo-
ple who have come out and 
told their stories. For giving 
a voice to every victim who 
does not have the courage to 
say so. This is for the conver-
sation and “#metoo” is one 
that will go down in history.

ly, 2.5 million children will be 
lifted out of poverty, accord-
ing to the IWPR. 
 Even a wage gap of just 
2.6 percent can lead to a wom-
an losing up to $500,000 over 
the course of her career, ac-
cording to a study conducted 
by Johns Hopkins University. 
Imagine the possibilities if the 
pay gap was closed for good. 
 The astounding progress 
prompted by women in gov-
ernment and activist roles is 
positive and continues to in-
crease. Based on a map from 
the Washington Post, the 
wage gap could be expected 
to seal shut in approximately 
16 states by the year 2055.
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Society reguarly 
discusses feman-
ism in a negative 
light. Here’s its true 
meaning and pur-
pose.

Misconceptions of feminism, learning the difference

 Too often I hear people 
discussing the feminist move-
ment with ignorance and dis-
taste.
 “Feminism is for man hat-
ers.”
 “Its main purpose is to 
take all men out of power.”
 “Feminists are always an-
gry.”
 While some of these ste-
reotypes are true for a few 
acclaimed “feminists,” the 
majority of supporters simply 
want a more balanced society.
 I feel like a broken record 
saying this anytime these mis-
conceptions get brought up 
in a discussion, but the whole 
reason for feminism is so both 
men and women can live as 
equals in society, not so one 
gender can rise above the oth-
er.
 But it’s not just about gen-
der. Feminism also believes in 
the equality between classes, 
races and sexual orientations. 
 Wanting everyone to have 
the same chance at a success-
ful future doesn’t sound like 
such a bad idea, at least to 
me, so it’s hard to understand 
where the problem lies. 
 At this point, I’m sure 
some people reading this are 
already rolling their eyes, 
complaining about another 
“liberal snowflake” preaching 
to them about gender equal-

ity, something that is already 
taken care of. 
 I mean, women are treat-
ed as equals, right? We can 
vote, we have the same jobs as 
men, we live our lives similar 
to men.
 But it’s a whole lot differ-
ent when you take a step back 
and look at it.
 Even though women are 
hired at some of the same 
jobs as men, most jobs are not 
friendly to mothers and wom-
en are still expected to do the 
majority of household work.
 According to an article 
by Villanova University, men 
on average do seven hours of 
housework every week while 
women do twice as much 
even though they’re working 
the same kinds of jobs. 
 The gender pay gap is 
also a common argument as 
many observational studies 
have shown significant differ-
ences in wages between men 
and women in the same field 
or position.
 “...the higher women 
climb on the corporate lad-
der, the greater the wage gap 
grows,” said the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics.
 Their observations have 
also shown that for every 
dollar a man makes, women 
only make $.78 cents. In what 
world is that fair?
 Female celebrities are be-
coming more and more ac-
tive with their push towards 
equality. 
 In recent years, Viola Da-
vis has spoken out about her 
personal frustrations with un-
equal pay due to the color of 
her skin.
 “People say, ‘You’re a 
black Meryl Streep. You are 
and we love you’…Well, then 
if there’s no one like me, you 
pay me what I’m worth. I’m 

not hustling for my worth. I’m 
worthy,” said Davis.
 The misconception I find 
to be the saddest is that all 
feminists hate men. In real-
ity, they encourage men to be 
feminists. 
 Just because the word “fe-
male” is apart of the phrase, 
does not constitute it as a gen-
der-specific political move-
ment. 
 Supportive male celebri-
ties can be found throughout 
media speaking out for equal 
rights. 
 Some of the most outspo-
ken male feminists are Prince 
Harry, Ryan Gosling and 
Andy Samberg. 
 During a visit to Nepal in 
March of 2016, Prince Harry 
decided to open up about 
his opinions on the feminist 
movement and vocally sup-
port the cause.
 “While the unique chal-
lenges faced by girls is not 
a topic I have spoken much 
about in the past, I think it’s 
important to acknowledge 
something that has become 
obvious to me and is already 
known to everyone in this 
room.
 “I believe that it is vitally 
important for men like me to 
acknowledge this as loudly 
and openly as role models 
do, like President Bhandari, 
the U.S. First Lady Michelle 
Obama, and activists like Ma-
lala. It cannot just be women 
who speak up for girls,” said 
Harry.
 As easy as it is to encour-
age others to be “feminist”, 
there is always another side to 
it.
 Simply calling yourself 
a feminist in today’s world 
can win over hundreds of 
fans. You don’t need to prove 
anything or work towards 

change, all you have to do is 
use that label and you instant-
ly gain respect.
 So for those of you out 
there choosing to support the 
concept of equality, I encour-
age you to try and get in-
volved in the movement, not 
just use the word to your ad-
vantage. The benefits are only 
fulfilling if you work towards 
a positive change.
 And for those of you who 
still find the entire movement 
absolutely pointless, that’s 
okay. You are allowed to have 
an opinion, but you should at 
least be educated enough to 

stand by that viewpoint.
 Calling yourself a femi-
nist should not be looked at 
as a negative thing. There is 
nothing negative about it. You 
are not “feminine” if you side 
with it. You are not “fragile” if 
you do.
 You are working towards 
a better future where this no 
longer has to be a discussion. 
Men and women will just be 
without any differences be-
tween the two.
 The way it should’ve al-
ways been.
 So for the last time, I ask: 
what’s so bad about that?

Celebrities take center stage while discussing the feminist movement.
Submitted Photo.

By Grace
Montgomery
Editor



Domestic violence: What really happens outside the U.S.

 Domestic violence is 
prevalent in India, especially 
against women forced into 
marriages by their parents. 
South Asian women face 
this hardship within their ar-
ranged marriages due to re-
gional gender roles and their 
religion. 
 Problems arise when a 
woman’s parents find a “no-
table” man who they believe 
will take care of their daugh-
ter and the children they 
will bare. But, the truth often 
comes out a few weeks to a 
few months after the wed-
ding. 
 Men start to show signs 
of dominance towards their 
wives. It starts out subtle and 
gets progressively worse.
 There are different forms 
of abuse ranging from physi-
cal, verbal and sexual abuse as 
well as forms of control in the 
set relationship. 
 “Women may be expe-
riencing domestic violence 
without even realizing it,” 
said Abha Rai, a Georgia-
based researcher and activist 
on domestic violence.
 Rai is an activist who has 
been working with others 
like her and organizations for 
years to try and build a safer 
community for South Asian 
women.
 However, women who are 
put into arranged marriages 
don’t get to decide whether 
or not they want to marry the 
men they are set to be with.  In 
their culture, it is a sign of dis-
honor towards her family if 
the woman were to deny the 
arrangement. This can affect 
ehr family in in several ways.

 Other family members 
won’t be desirable to marry. 
In order to redeem their no-
tability, one or several family 
members will commit an hon-
or killing. 
 They will face shame and 
embarrassment within the 
community they live in. 
 An honor killing is when 
one or more family members 
murder the woman in order 
to redeem themselves from 
the dishonor and shame the 
woman brought upon her 
family. 
 Domestic violence was 
prevalent at the start of a 
couple’s marriage because of 
dowry. A dowry is property 
or money the wife would pro-
vide for her newly wed hus-
band. 
 If the man didn’t believe 
the women gave enough, he 
would abuse and treat her 

poorly due to the disappoint-
ment he saw in her. 
 However, in 1961, the 
Dowry Prohibition Act was 
put into place in India to pre-
vent the abuse and potential 
murders of women because of 
the lack of dowry. 
 Asking, demanding and 
giving a dowry can be a six 
month penalty in prison or a 
large fine.
 Religion, religious dif-

ferences and gender roles all 
play together in act of extrem-
ities of  domestic violence.
 Women who live in cit-
ies, have wealth, are Christian 
and are educated are at a low-
er risk of domestic violence 
than those who do not obtain 
these qualities. 
 For example, Sadi Khan, 
a 19-year-old girl, was one of 
these victims. Her husband 
physically, emotionally and 
financially abused her for 
years. 
 Khan said, “He seemed 
polite, forward-thinking and 
was studying for a PhD at 
University College London.” 
 Her grandfather agreed to 
consider the proposal of mar-
riage when the man said he 
would marry Khan.
 She didn’t want to marry 
the man but Khan said, “All I 
do know is, if I’d have said no, 
it would have upset and em-
barrassed my father.”

 In Asian culture, the 
daughter is the face of the 
family. 
 For Khan, her family’s 
reputation was extremely im-
portant to her, especially in 
the ruthless community she 
lived in.
 Her husband thought of 
her as an embarrassment, stu-
pid and ugly. He believed she 
was “too common” due to her 
accent. 
 When Khan found the 
courage to say something to 
her older sister, in return, she 
said, “You better not say any-
thing to Dad. Don’t you let 
him down. If anything hap-
pens to Dad because of this, 
we’ll all blame you. You got 
married; it’s your problem.” 
 However, the time came 
when she had to confided 
her suffering to her friend, 
Grishna. Grishna found Khan 
unconscious on the ground in 
her home alone after her hus-

band hit her and went off to 
work. 
 But, Grishna had to leave 
for the summer and couldn’t 
watch out for Khan. So Shamir, 
one of Grashina’s good friends 
took care of Khan. 
 During the time Khan’s 
husband was gone for work, 
she accidentally burned down 
her house. Shmair was forced 
to call Khan’s father and tell 
him everything that happened 
over the past couple of years. 
 “My dad was devastated 
and absolutely broken. Not 
because he was embarrassed, 
but because I’d suffered in si-
lence,” said Khan. 
 Lucky for Khan, she es-
caped her abusive marriage, 
but that’s not always the case. 
Some women are uninten-
tionally or intentionally mur-
dered due to the anger and 
rage these men expose to the 
women in their marital ar-
rangement. 

Sarah 
Szczypinski
Staff Writer
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“My dad was devas-
tated and absolutely 
broken. Not because 
he was embarrassed, 
but because I’d suf-

fered in silence.”

The total percentage of arranged marriages for men and women in different areas of India
Photo by Medium.com



Roe v. Wade: The case that changed the lives of American women

 In the United States, con-
gress is currently represent-
ed by 76.3 percent men and 
on average, the members of 
congress are 59 years of age. 
These are the people that ulti-
mately decide which laws get 
put into place involving wom-
en and minorities. This is in a 
society where the President 
promised to appoint justices 
to overturn the laws brought 
from Roe v. Wade (1973).
 Roe v. Wade is a case from 
1973 that challenged abortion 
laws in Texas and Georgia.
 “Jane Roe,” a Texas 
resident named Norma Mc-
Corvey assumed the “Roe” 
pseudonym by two abortion-
rights attorneys for the sake of 
privacy. She was on her third 
pregnancy but was not in a 
state where she could raise 
a child. Not wanting to give 
another child up for adop-
tion, she decided to fight the 
abortion laws in her state.
 Henry Wade was the dis-
trict attorney in Dallas, Texas 
from 1950 to 1986. During Roe 
v. Wade, the abortion laws 
in both Georgia and Texas 
were ruled unconstitutional 
due to the right to privacy. 
 The laws were changed 
so that there could not be 
limitations during the first 
trimester. After that, the act 
of abortion could not happen 

By Athena Swords
Staff Writer

A group of women fights for their rights to abortion in 1973.
Photo by The Federalist.

unless it affected maternal 
health or fetal life. As a re-
sult, abortion became legal in 
the U.S. on rights of privacy.
 The right to privacy was 
first brought up eight years 
prior in a case involving 
Planned Parenthood and birth 
control clinics. This was Gris-
wold v. Connecticut (1965), 
under the protection of the 
14th amendment deemed the 
use of contraceptives legal.
 However, individu-
al states are allowed to 
have their own limita-
tions on legal abortion.
 In Pa. for example, 
abortion is illegal after 24 
weeks of pregnancy. This 
is around the time where 
a fetus could potentially 
live outside of the womb. 
 In Trump’s America, 
the question has once again 
been brought up: pro life or 
pro choice? This also brings 
up more questions: when is 
a fetus considered living? In 
what situations are abortions 
okay? Is it okay to put a child 
in our corrupt foster system?
 The idea of pro-life is the 
belief that all life should be 
preserved regardless of the 
“quality-of-life concerns” and 
intent. These can be either 
liberal or conservative views 
depending on the part of pro-
life being talked about. Ideas 
that go against personal inde-
pendence are considered to be 
conservative while ideas that 
go against government policy 
are considered to be liberal.
 Pro-choice is the belief 
that people have the right to 
respect their own reproduc-
tive system as long it does not 
affect other people’s autono-
my. This view is considered 
to be “pro-abortion” even 
though it is not just about 

abortion. It’s also about the 
right to use contraceptives, 
the right to celibacy and the 
right to legally abort a child.
 The main place where 
these views conflict is in 
the place of abortion. Pro-
life says that any embryo 
in a mother’s body is one 
that has the right to be pro-
tected by the government.
 Pro-choice says that 
abortion should be legal 
under any circumstance 
before the fetus can sur-
vive outside of the womb.
 A fetus is considered 
to be living by some once 
a brain is developed while 
some say that they are liv-
ing from the beginning. 
 Senior Hunter Landis 
said, “If you test positive for 
being pregnant that is when it 
is considered to be living. I feel 
that if you can be positive for 
it, you shouldn’t be able to kill 
it even if it’s just an embryo.”
 On the other side of the 
argument, junior Alan Arech-
iga said, “I believe in pro 
choice because lives, bluntly 
enough, are suffered in any 
decision made through pro 
life. A mother that does not 
want or cannot take care of 
her child brings suffering to 
not only her but the child.”
 People standing by the 
pro-life argument believe that 
abortion is never okay unless 
it is in the case of rape. This 
includes in the case of the 
risk of hurting the mother or 
child. Landis saying, “I feel 
that you should know the 
risks before you have sex.”
 The foster system is a 
common issue with moth-
ers having children that they 
can’t raise. According to “The 
Intercept” roughly 1,600 chil-
dren die due to abuse and ne-

glect each year. These occur-
rences are far too common in 
the foster system. This is not 
an issue that is not as openly 
talked about as it should be. 
 When asked about the 
foster system, Landis said, “I 
know a decent amount about 
the foster system. I wouldn’t 
call myself an expert, but 
I’m not naive to the system.”
 Arechiga said, “I don’t 
know much. Just that peo-
ple take in orphans but 
don’t actually adopt them 
at the point of fostering.”
 Not enough people re-
alize how bad our coun-
try’s foster system is. 
 According to The In-
tercept, foster care deaths 
aren’t being investigated and 
sometimes autopsies aren’t 
even performed. Buzzfeed 
launched an investigation 
into the for-profit foster care 
company Mentor. The in-
vestigation found that in 10 
years, a total of 86 deaths oc-
curred in homes run by the 
company. Of those 86, only 
13 of those deaths were in-
vestigated. Regulators also 

found that several children 
had inappropriate encoun-
ters with their foster families.
 In some cases, misman-
aged pregnancies or the in-
ability to effectively care for 
a child results in putting that 
child up for adoption or fos-
tering. The adoption process is 
another thing to keep in mind. 
 Many loving families that 
want to adopt can’t due to all 
of the finances involved in the 
process. These expenses in-
clude the background check, 
court fees, traveling expenses 
and more. According to the 
I.R.S., it is possible to take 
out credit of up to $13,810 per 
child that need paying off over 
time. That’s not something 
families can often afford to do.
 During this time in Amer-
ica, citizens have to remem-
ber the issues that got us to 
where we are today. These 
can include our rights that we 
have worked so hard to earn. 
A woman’s right to abortion 
is under the right to privacy. If 
this is overruled, women may 
be at risk for losing more rights.
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In Trump’s America, 
the question has once 
again been brought 
up: Pro-life or Pro-
choice.



The role of old religion in modern day feminism

Women make huge strides in American political landscape

 Women have played an 
important part in religious 
idolatry and personification 
of traits and Natural phe-
nomenon alike. Goddesses in 
religion span through many 
roles throughout their pan-
theons. Some show them as 
dainty women for reproduc-
tive purposes like Brigid and 
Venus, while others are strong 
women of war or witchcraft 
like Bastet and Hecate respec-
tively.
 There is nothing wrong 
with being on either side of 
the spectrum, or even in the 
middle. 
 In fact, some goddesses 
are a mix of both, like Artemis, 

 Nearly a century after 
American women won the 
fight for universal enfran-
chisement, they have experi-
enced a huge boost across the 
American political landscape 
in the most recent set of elec-
tions, especially in the U.S. 
Congress. 
 “...Exactly one century af-
ter Congress passed the Con-
stitutional amendment giving 
women the right to vote, we 
also have more women serv-
ing in Congress than at any 
time before,” said President 
Donald Trump during the 
2019 State of the Union.
 The 116th Congressional 
Session consists of 102 House 
members and 25 Senate mem-
bers who are women, which 
breaks down to 23.4 percent 

the Greek goddess of hunting 
and fertility.
 Feminist icons can span 
from the use of Hera and her 
rule over marriage and birth 
to that of Athena for her wis-
dom and warcraft. 
 While goddesses can be 
portrayed as feminine and 
charming, some are on the 
other side of the spectrum. 
Much like Hel, Norse goddess 
of the underworld. Feminists 
see her as a wonderful icon 
because not only does she rule 
over the entirety of the under-
world by herself, but when 
Ragnorak (the apocalypse) 
comes, she will lead an army 
of the undead into war with 
her as commander. 
 Goddesses have even 
found their way into mod-
ern pop culture with movies 

based around stories of them. 
A popular one being the 2016 
film, Moana, a tale about a 
Polynesian girl returning 
the heart of Te Fiti (based off 
Papahānaumoku) to its right-
ful place with the help of the 
demigod, Maui. 
 In Polynesian religions, 
Papahānaumoku is the earth 
mother goddess, controlling 
life and being an ancestor to 
everyone. Even Te Ka is based 
off Pelé, goddess of volcanoes 
and fire, along with being the 
creator of islands.  
 Worship of Female Deities 
has even become a feminist 
movement. A popular sect of 
neopaganism called the “god-
dess movement” was made in 
response to male-dominated 
religions. It makes use of the 
worship of goddesses and ex-

pressing femininity and gen-
der to combat the overzeal-
ous masculine energy in some 
mainstream religions.  

and 25 percent of all body 
members, respectively. Both 
of these numbers represent 
the greatest number of wom-
en either chamber has ever 
had present in one session.
 The first woman ever to 
sit in either chamber of Con-
gress was Republican Jean-
nette Rankin of Montana, who 
was elected to serve in the 
House from 1917 to 1919, and 
was then re-elected to serve 
from 1941 to 1943. 
 The first woman to serve 
in the Senate was Democrat 
Rebecca Felton of Georgia, 
who was appointed as an in-
terim senator to fill a vacancy 
following the death of Geor-
gia Senator Tom Watson in 
1922. After she was sworn in, 
she served for a full day be-
fore Sen. Watson’s official suc-
cessor was elected in a special 
election.
 Throughout its history, 

Congress has had 365 women 
serve as representatives, sena-
tors and non-voting delegates. 
 Of those 365 women, 
roughly half of them have 
been elected since 2000. 
 When asked about events 
that have led to this increased 
political participation, fresh-
man Anika Budlow said,  
“Women have seen increased 
participation ever since they 
were given the right to vote.” 
 Freshman Liana Blount 
thought that the 2016 presi-
dential run of Hillary Clinton 
was important for the recent 
surge in women candidates. 
“When Hillary Clinton ran for 
president, it set an example 
for girls and women across 
the country,” said Blount.
 Nancy Pelosi, the current 
Speaker of the House, was 
also the first, and so far only, 
woman to hold the position 
after she was elected Speaker 

in 2007 during the Bush ad-
ministration. 
 The number of women 
running for Congress also 
saw a sharp jump in 2018 
from 2016. A total of 309 fe-
male candidates, or 22 per-
cent of the field, were running 
for Congress during the 2018 
midterm elections, compared 
to the 163 female candidates 
who ran in 2016, which con-
stituted only 16 percent of the 
field.
 An increased presence of 
women in national politics 
presents the possibility of a 
changing lens in the way na-
tional issues are addressed 
and handled.
 ”I don’t think we will see 
a lot of change. They may be 
more sympathetic towards 
issues that deal with women 
and children, but they should 
be doing what is best for the 
American people,” said so-

cial studies teacher Ms. Karen 
Hudson on her perception of 
how more women in Con-
gress will impact the national 
legislature.
 Another social studies 
teacher, Ms. Korissa Herr-
old said, “We will see further 
pushing for equal opportuni-
ty and the removal of gender 
barriers, but we will see, over-
all, the same for policy.”
In total, it will take some time 
to see the effects of increased 
participation of women in 
Congress, and how their col-
lective views and opinions 
shape the country. 
For now, the nation will have 
to wait and see how the 2020 
elections unfold and what fac-
tors their results will play in 
further transforming female 
representation in Congress.
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 Female Deities serve 
many roles in their respective 
religions besides being the 
bearer of children or the em-
bodiment of beauty. Some are 
bringers of death, others are 
powerful forces of war and 
some even are controllers of 
nature and the elements that 
come along with it. 
 Central York junior, Kay-
lynn Keahtigh, believes Aph-
rodite to be an amazing icon 

for women. Keahtigh said 
“[Aphrodite] represents beau-
ty, and femininity, and love, 
and self-love.” 
 Goddesses of this nature 
can span through many pan-
theons, including not only the 
greek but also Celtic, Norse 
and Hindu.
 Women, much like god-
desses, have many roles to 
fill. Women can be strong and 
lead an army. Women can 
also be mothers and give a 
home wonderful energy that 
they can’t get from anyone 
else. Whether a woman is 
transgender, lesbian, disabled 
or anything not considered 
within the “norm” of a society 
or culture, they have just as 
much power as any goddess 
they see fit. 

“[Aphrodite] represents 
beauty, and femininity, 

and love, and self-love.”
-Kaylee Keahtigh 



Packing that pepper spray: Women’s lack of safety in being alone

Women have made progress, but still have ways to go

 Mollie Tibbets was a 
20-year-old student who at-
tended the University of 
Iowa. She disappeared while 
out on a run by herself. She 
was found over a month later 
dead. 
 Carla Stefaniak, 30, was 
traveling in Costa Rica. She 
was alone in her Airbnb when 
she was thought to have been 
killed by the security guard. 
 Wendy Martinez, 35, was 
stabbed to death while on a 
run in Washington, D.C. 

 There is a long history of 
women rights. Women have 
gained many more rights,but 
there is still discrimination 
against women to this day. 
Women have done a lot and 
discovered so much for this 
world for women to not to al-
ways be treated the way they 
should be.
 They women now are 
still trying to get the mission 
completed such as Reproduc-

 For many females, the 
threat of attack and lack of 
safety is a daily occurance. 
 It has been made evident 
that when out alone, women 
aren’t always safe. We con-
stantly need to be careful 
about our surroundings.  
 When I leave work, it’s 
always dark outside and the 
parking lot is empty. As I walk 
to the car, I place my hand on 
the panic button while talking 
to my mom on the phone, al-
ways as instructed. 
 Junior Hannah Wester-
man admits she has felt un-
safe in the past when out by 
herself. 
 “[There are] times where 

By Ashley Hunt
Staff Writer

older men have acted kinda 
[sic] suspicious or tried talk-
ing to me. It totally freaks me 
out, and I start to over think 
just because of the society we 
live in and some of the stuff 
we hear on the news,” Wes-
terman said, who also carries 
pepper spray with her. 
 Junior Claire Smith* car-
ries pepper spray as well, 
saying, “I do take precautions 
and try to always be aware of 
my soundings because of the 
circumstances the world has 
identified.”
 Due to the threat of at-
tack within the world, soci-
ety makes it hard for girls 
and women to go out and do 

things by themselves. 
 “Sometimes I don’t even 
like to pump gas by myself in 
the fear of someone approach-
ing me,” Westerman said. 
 How are we supposed to 
become independent when 
society makes it difficult for 
us as women to go and do 
things by ourselves? 
 Is this how it will always 
be? While it’s great and pro-
active to be prepared for the 
worst, I hope that society 
shifts so that my children 
don’t have to worry signifi-
cantly about what could hap-
pen if they run by themselves 
or want to travel or simply be 
independent. 

Tayna Brooks protests during the Womens March in Washington, D.C. 
Photo by Becky Harlan.

tive Freedom,LGBT Rights, 
worker rights, civil rights and 
many more.
 Junior Gwendolyn Win-
don said, “I think us as wom-
en have the right by the law 
to do the same thing that men 
do, but we are held back to do 
what we want to do.”
 Windon feels that women 
are often judged if they are 
wanting to do something that 
is usually labeled as a man’s 
job.
 

 “Throughout time I feel 
that women have always been 
looked down on as the under-
dog because we as women 
were always looked as to be 

the stay at home person while 
the men go out and handle the 
work,We as women are looked 
as if we can’t do for ourselves 
without men, or can’t provide 
for ourselves.”
 There are marches that 
women hold in order to gain 
awarness for women rights.
They feel they deserve recog-
nized and for something to be 
done.
 Windon said,“Women 
should always be treated with 
respect because we are all hu-
man and in order for women 
to get this across, marches 
really help to get the word 
across to others that we mean 
what we say and want to have 
equal rights.”
 Junior Drew Whitehead 
said,“I think some people 
sometimes don’t mean to un-
derestimate what women can 
do, but do they do.” 
 Whitehead said” Long 

ago,women didn’t have equal 
rights and privileges as men 
and I never fully understood 
why, and to why they saw a 
difference between us.” 
 Whitehead feels as if 
women should have always 
had the rights they do have 
today and shouldn’t have to 
fight for them because we are 
all capable of doing the same 
thing and doing it just as 

good.
 Whitehead said,” If wom-
en never fought for our rights 
everything would be different 
and women would be treated 
much poorly from how they 
are treated today.”
 Women should always be 
grateful for the fights we have 
today because without them 
where would we be?

 Smith remains optimistic 
that the future of this issue 
proves good. 
 “I’m sure there will be 
more improvements in the 
future to make young woman 
happy,” Smith said. 
 But Westerman is a bit 
more skeptical: “I feel like in 
our society this will always be 
a problem. Women will hope-
fully become less fearful to do 
things alone in the future but 
I think this will remain an is-
sue.” 
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“Women should al-
ways be treated with 
respect because we 

are all human.”

Claire Smith represents an 
anonymous name.

Womens’ rights have 
progressed through 
the years, but our 
movementis not 
done yet’ more ac-
tion is needed. 



As of November 
2018, 35 states still 
place sales tax on 
menstrual period 
products. 

The tampon tax emplained: A financial burden for many women

	 Dandruff	shampoo.
	 Chapstick.
 Rogaine. 
 Viagra.
	 All	 of	 the	 items	 listed	
above are deemed as “basic 
necessities”	 in	 the	 major-
ity	of	states	and	therefore,	do	
not	have	any	added	sales	tax.	
The	 one	 thing	 that’s	 missing	
from	this	list:	period	products.	
	 The	 term	 “tampon	 tax”	
refers	 to	 the	general	sales	 tax	
the	 majority	 of	 states	 add	 to	
the	 price	 of	 tampons,	 pads	
and	 other	menstrual	 hygiene	
products. Pennsylvania is 
among	 the	 ten	 states	 (as	 of	
November	 2018)	 that	 do	 not	
add	 any	 sales	 tax	 to	 these	
products,	 deeming	 them	 a	
necessity.	With	five	states	not	
having	 any	 sales	 tax	 at	 all,	
this	 leaves	35	states	 that	con-
tinue to tax period products— 
products	 that	 are	 deemed	
as medical necessities. 
	 “The	 tampon	 tax	 ulti-
mately represents an unfair 
tax burden imposed on nearly 
one-half	 the	 population	 be-
cause	 of	 their	 sex,	 leading	
some	women	 to	 file	 lawsuits	
alleging	that	the	tax	is	a	form	
of gender discrimination. 
Imposing a tax on a biologi-
cal necessity unfairly bur-
dens	 women,	 who	 already	
face a myriad economic and 
other	 disadvantages	 com-

pared to men,” said Jennifer 
Bennett	 for	 the	 University	
of	 Missouri	 School	 of	 Law.	
	 The	 tampon	 tax	 is	 a	
part of a bigger issue of 
gender-based price dis-
crimination against women. 
	 The	term	“pink	tax”	refers	
to	 how	 products	 marketed	
specifically	 toward	 women	
are generally more expensive 
than	those	marketed	for	men,	
despite	either	gender’s	choice	
to	 purchase	 either	 product.	
	 “Women	 don’t	 choose	
to	 have	 a	 period	 and	 femi-
nine products are need-
ed	 to	 take	 care	 of	 it,”	
said senior Heidi Nauss.
	 “We	 shouldn’t	 tax	 ne-
cessities, and sanitary 
products are necessities,” 
said senior Sonia Kumar. 
 In a poll of 62 students, 
98	 percent	 believe	 that	 the	
tampon	 tax	 should	 be	 abol-
ished	 in	 all	 states.	 And	 in	
case	you	were	wondering,	the	
one	 person	 that	 voted	 say-
ing	 they	 agree	 with	 taxing	
period products was male. 
	 While	 the	 tampon	 tax	ef-
fects	 the	 everyday	 woman,	
who	 will	 spend	 an	 average	
of $5,600 on period prod-
ucts	 (and	 that’s	 before	 tax)	
in	 her	 lifetime,	 it	 has	 an	
even more detrimental ef-
fect	 on	 homeless	 women.	
	 According	 to	 the	 article	
“How Periods Perpetuate 
Homelessness” by Teen-
Vogue,	 on	 any	 given	 night	
in	 2016,	 217,000	 homeless	
women	 across	 the	 United	
States would be forced to 
choose	 between	 eating	 or	
affording	 period	 products.	
	 The	 article	 states,	 “For	
most	people,	getting	their	pe-
riod	is	little	more	than	an	an-
noyance,	 filled	 with	 uncom-
fortable cramps and bloating. 
But for people experiencing 

homelessness,	 getting	 your	
period can lead to stress, em-
barrassment, missing meals 
and missing opportunities.”
	 The	 added	 sales	
tax on period products 
only	 increases	 this	 issue.	
	 Many	 women	 across	 the	
nation	 have	 worked	 tire-
lessly	 to	 end	 the	 tampon	
tax	 in	 the	 United	 States.	
 Jennifer Weiss-Wolf, law-
yer	 and	 author	 of	 “Periods	
Gone	 Public:	 Taking	 a	 Stand	
for	 Menstrual	 Equity,”	 has	
been an advocate for end-
ing	 the	 tampon	 tax	 since	
2015. It is because of people 
like	 her	 that	 ten	 states	 have	
already	 abolished	 this	 tax,	
but	 we	 still	 have	 far	 to	 go.		

By Marissa Marsh
Editor-in-Chief of 
The Prowler
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The map above shows what states placed sales tax on period products as of 2015. As of November 2018, the states 
that do not tax include the follwoing: Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, 

New York, Nevada and Pennsylvania (Alaska, Delaware, Montana, New Hampshire and Oregon do not have sales tax).
Submitted photo.

A woman advocates for ending the tampon tax at the Women’s March in 
Washington D.C. on Jan. 21, 2017.

Submitted photo.

For more information about the tampon tax and how 

you can take action, visit https://www.periodequity.org/. 


