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Please read: What to expect from this year’s first On The Prowl

Hello OTP readers, 
	 This	 year,	 we	 as	 a	 staff	
decided to try something new 
and release a political edi-
tion. With the 2020 election 
less than a year from now, we 
wanted to take the opportuni-
ty to print some political con-
tent. 
 What this means is that 
for	our	first	publication	of	On	
The Prowl, we have geared 
our content towards current 
political events. We cover 
everything from candidates, 
parties and elections them-
selves	 to	 local	 school	 board	
elections. 
 The purpose of this edi-
tion	is	to	provide	a	non-biased	
source of news to help inform 
readers	about	 the	current	po-
litical situation, as many stu-
dents	 will	 be	 of	 voting	 age	
next year.  
	 That	being	said,	we	have	

By Grace Strayer
Editor-in-Chief

Central York students, Madeline Brodbeck and Clayton Brosend, are mem-
bers of Central’s club called Young Americans for Freedom.

Photo by Courtney Thornton.

content in this paper regard-
ing individual politicians, 
parties as  a whole, voting and 
what happens during an elec-
tion. These pieces are written 
using	facts	obtained	from	the	
politicians’ speeches, or news 
outlets that covered the candi-
date. 
  However, we do have 
some opinion pieces within 
this edition, as we normally 
do. This content is meant to 
provide some insight regard-
ing	both	sides	of	the	spectrum	
and to spark some conversa-
tion. 
 We also included a politi-
cal cartoon. These types of car-
toons	are	meant	to	be	exagger-
ated and over-the-top. They 
poke fun and are designed to 
grab	readers’	attention.
 The opinions expressed 
by	the	individuals	in	the	opin-
ion pieces and the cartoon 
do	 not	 reflect	 the	 paper	 as	 a	
whole,	 but	 rather	 that	 indi-
vidual	 specifically.	 Please	 be	

mindful that everyone is en-
titled to their own opinion.  
 We understand that ev-
eryone’s	 views	 are	 different,	
but	 essentially,	 this	 paper	 is	
meant to provide some in-
sight into politics and spark 
conversation. 
	 In	 addition	 to	 our	 staff	
writers and editors, we are 
excited to announce that have 
two	 pieces	 written	 by	 guest	
writers. Clayton Brosend and 
Madeline	Brodbeck	from	Cen-
tral’s YAF, Young Americans 
for Freedom, have helped 
contribute	to	this	paper.
	 That	being	said,	our	styl-
ing and format has changed 
slightly	to	reflect	 this	paper’s	
theme. These style changes oc-
cur	in	the	back	of	the	edition,	
specifically	 on	 the	 politician	
profile	 pages.	 The	 top	 of	 the	
pages	 reflect	 that	 politician’s	
party in color and mascot.
 Thank you for reading, 
and we hope you enjoy the 
content ahead.
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APOLOGY NOTICE- The 
front page and C11 article 
“Central’s king, queen: All 
you	need	to	know	about	your	
royalty” in the Oct. Prowler 
contained an error in the 
photo credit. The photo of 
Chikadibia	Emeribenini	and	
Geovon	Wray	was	taken	by	
Malerie Kelly. The correct 
PDF version is on The Prowl-
er’s	website.	We	apologize	
for the misinformation.

Democrats: 
-	Color	is	blue	
- Animal is the donkey 
-Known for their “left-sided” 
views 
 

Republicans: 
- Color is red 
- Animal is the elephant 
-Known for their “right-sid-
ed” views 
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By Grace Strayer
Editor-in-Chief

What to know about electoral college, swing states

Birth of  Electoral College
Created and outlined in the Constitution, the Electoral College 
was invented by our Founding Fathers. The purpose was to pro-
vide a balance between the people, state and federal government. 
The Electoral College consists of a group of selected individuals 
who cast votes for candidates. Ultimately, it’s these votes that se-
lect the next president. 

How it Works
How the Electoral College operates is through the electors. There 
are 583 electors. Each state is represented by multiple electors. The 
exact number is calculated by adding that state’s amount of House 
of Representative members and two Senators.   

-
ever, they are generally chosen by members of the candidate’s po-
litical party. Citizens who are registered to vote do so on election 
day, and their votes determine who their state’s electors should 
vote for in the election. The electors then hold a meeting, and they 
cast their vote for president and vice president. They either follow 
their states wishes and vote according to that state’s choice, or they 

must be obtained. Although the popular vote is a true count of a 
candidate’s popularity within each state, the electoral college is 
not required to follow the wishes of the state’s constituents. 

The Swing States
Swing states are the states that move back and forth each year. This means that one year their votes result democratic while the next they may result re-
publican. These states can be crucial tipping points in elections. Some examples of swing states include Florida, Ohio, Arizona, Colorado, Geogria, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire and Nevada. 

Other swing states include: 

Wisconsin Pennsylvania North Carolina

1800 - Due to no clear winner, Congress chose the president.

1824 - Again, Congress chose the president. This was the only other time 
this has happened.

Faithless Voters - In 1948, 1956, 1960, 1968, 1972, 1976 and 1988 “faith-
less voters” were present. Faithless electors are electoral college voters who 
do not vote for the candidate which they originally claimed they would.

2000 - A ballot was left blank by an elector. Also during this election, 
democratic candidate Al Gore won the popular vote, but then George W. 
Bush won the electoral vote, thus becoming presient.  

2008 - Seven electors voted faithlessly on the presidential ballot, while 6 
voted faithlessly on the vice presidential ballot. 

2016 - Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton won the popular vote. How-
ever, Donald Trump won the electoral vote and became president. 

**2000 and 2016 both are instances in where the popular vote and the elec-
toral college vote to not match. 

Virginia

History of  Electoral College



 Elizabeth Warren seeks to become first female president 

Former vice president runs for president for the second time

 Elizabeth Warren is one 
of four women who make up 
approximately one third of 
the possible Democratic can-
didates. However, Warren is 
familiar with being one of the 
only women around. 
 Growing up, she was the 

youngest in her family, three 
older brothers preceding her. 
Warren grew up in Oklahoma; 
her father was a maintenance 
man and her mother a stay-at-
home mom. 
 Moving on from life in 

Oklahoma; Warren had goals 
of becoming a teacher. She at-
tended college in Texas while 

Joseph Robinette Biden Jr, 
was born on Nov. 20, 1942 in 
Scranton, PA. When he was 
eleven, he moved to Clay-
mont, DE, where he would 
later began his long career in 
the United States government.  

In 1972, Biden had some 
tough roadblocks at the time 
of his election. His family was 
involved in a car accident that 
took the life of his one-year-
old daughter, Naomi, and 
his wife, Neilia. His two sons 
were critically injured as well, 
but that did not stop him from 
carrying on. 

For 17 years, he was chair-
man of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. During that time 
he either wrote and/ or co-
wrote many laws that would 
have a great impact on Amer-
ica. 

In the early 1980’s he was 

teaching locally with special 
needs children. Warren then 
moved on to law school and 
graduated from Rutgers. She 
hopped around, teaching law 
at institutions like Univer-
sity of Houston, University 
of Texas-Austin, University of 
Michigan, University of Penn-
sylvania and Harvard, in ad-
dition to Rutgers. 
 She has two children, 

Amelia and Alex, and, after 
her first marriage to Jim War-
ren, is currently married to 
Bruce Mann. According to 
the New York Times, Warren 
wasn’t always a Democrat. 
Until 1996, Warren was a reg-
istered Republican.
 The 70-year-old has 

By Tysha Burrell
Editor

served Massachusetts as a 
senator since 2013. Before this, 
Warren served as the Chair of 
the Congressional Oversight 
Panel and also established the 
Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. In addition, War-
ren served as an aid to Presi-
dent Barack Obama. 
 Currently, Warren is run-

ning on a few platforms. One 
of the largest plans she has 
includes imposing a tax to the 
wealthy.
 Warren said, “When gov-

ernment works only for the 
wealthy and the well-connect-
ed, that is corruption, plain 
and simple, and we need to 
call it out.” 
 Her plans mean that fami-

lies whose assets reach 50 mil-
lion will gain a 2 percent an-
nual tax, while families with 
assets reaching or exceeding 
1 billion will have an added 1 
percent. 
 As far as Second Amend-

ment rights, Warren said 
her family was familiar with 
guns, saying, “My family had 
guns when I was growing 
up.” But, as far as her current 
stance goes, she is pulling for 
better regulations. 
 “We have a moral respon-

sibility to protect our children, 
and that starts with better gun 
safety laws,” Warren said in 
an interview with the New 
York Times. 
 Warren also finds health-

involved in the Comprehen-
sive Control Act of 1984. It 
expanded federal drug traf-
ficking penalties and allowed 
police to seize and confiscate 
someone’s property without 
proving the person is guilty of 
a crime.

In the same decade he co-
wrote the Anti-Drug Abuse 
Act of 1986 and Anti-Drug 
Abuse Act of 1988. The 1986 
Anti-Drug Abuse Act created 
a large gap between the sen-
tencing for crack and pow-
der cocaine. The 1988 bill in-
creased prison sentences for 
drug possession and estab-
lished the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, which 
coordinates and leads federal 
anti-drug efforts. 

One of the more controver-
sial bills that he wrote is the 
Violent Crime Control and 
Law Enforcement Act of 1994. 
He received a lot of criticism 
for it. It gave harsher sentenc-

ing on the federal level, and 
encouraged states to do the 
same. Many people blamed 
the law for the increase in 
mass incarceration that was 
happening at the time.

After 36 years as a senator, 
he resigned in 2009 to assume 
to position of Vice President 
of the United States. Even 
though he stepped down 
from his position in the Sen-
ate, he continued to make 
laws throughout his two 
terms under Barack Obama’s 
presidency. 

While he was vice presi-
dent, one of his most famous 
laws that he passed is the 
2013 reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act. 
This improved services for 
victims, strengthened justice 
for young victims, increased 
response to domestic violence 
from health care providers 
and provided protection to 
Native American and immi-

grant women. 
By the time Obama left of-

fice, Biden began to prepare 
for the 2020 general elections. 
He is among 15 other candi-
dates. The former senator was 
dragged into controversy in 
the middle of his campaign.  
Trump allegedly made a 
phone call to the president of 
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, to obtain dirt on Biden 
and his son. His youngest son, 

care imperative, saying, 
“healthcare is a basic human 
right.” As for the Affordable 
Care Act, Warren wants to 
help defend it. “We need to... 
reduce the cost of prescription 
drugs.” 
 According to her cam-

paigning site, Warren also is 
passionate about issues con-
cerning public school educa-
tion, LGBTQ+ rights and the 
climate crisis. 
 For more information re-

garding Warren, visit Warren’s 
campaign site at ElizabethWar-
ren.com. 
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By Grace Strayer
Editor-in-Chief 

Hunter Biden, was involved 
in a Ukrainian gas company 
and Trump suspected illegal 
activity. 

This however, did not slow 
down Biden’s campaign. Ac-
cording to major polls, he has 
been ahead for a majority of 
the race and continues to do 
so. For more information on 
where Biden stands in the race, 
visit realclearpolitics.com.

November  2019

Joe Biden sworn in as vice president for a second term.
Photo by AP Photo/Saul Loeb.



 Mark Sanford is a current 
Republican presidential can-
didate and former South Car-
olina governor. He was also 
a congressmen representing 
South Carolina’s first district. 
Sanford is the author of  “The 
Trust Committed to Me,”  in 
which he reflects on his time 
in congress and his belief in 
term limits. 
 Sanford’s hometown is 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, despite 
his political career in South 
Carolina. He attended both 
the University of Virginia and 
Furman University.

 President Donald Trump 
enters as the favorite to rep-
resent the Republican Party in 
the 2020 presidential election. 
If re-elected, Trump would be 
the fourth consecutive presi-
dent to be in office for two 
terms and the oldest president 
in U.S. history, being 74, if he’s 
sworn into office.
 But how good are his 
chances  against a 
loaded field of Democrats?
 Trump started as a busi-
nessman, a television person-
ality and eventually tried his 
hand at politics. Trump quick-
ly made waves with his bold 
and blunt style. 
 His Twitter account has 
been the site of many contro-
versial statements and ideas 
as well. He managed to make 

  In 1989, he was married to 
his first wife who he had four 
sons with. They would then 
divorce after Sanford admit-
ted to having an affair. This 
would come to impact his fu-
ture career and reputablity. 
 He defeated a crowded 
Republican primary field 
and faced off against Rob-
ert A. Barber Jr. to represent 
South Carolina’s first district 
in 1994. He would beat Bar-
ber 66.3 precent to 32.4 pre-
cent Sanford was recognized 
by   The Libertarian Cato 
Institute as the most fiscally 
conservative member of con-
gress in 1995. 
 His policies on health-
care oppose the Affordable 

Care Act, otherwise known 
as “Obama Care.” However, 
he does not support repeal-
ing the act and believes that 
Republicans need to come up 
with a replacement before dis-
mantling the law. 
 Sanford said that he 
would give “the health insur-
ance they [need], rather than 
the health insurance the gov-
ernment prescribed.” 
He is in support of building 
a wall along the US’s border 
with Mexico. 
 “The idea of a thousand 
people walking across your 
border is to make a mockery 
of the notion of rule of law,” 
Sanford said.
 As for climate change, he 

acknowledges that it is a glob-
al threat. But, he opposes join-
ing international agreements 
to fight climate change be-
cause he believes that they are 

Donald Trump arrives for a photo oppertunity on the South Lawn of the White 
House in Washington, U.S.,September 26, 2019.

Photo by Rueters.com.

it through a crowded group of 
republicans and would find a 
way to beat Hillary Clinton 
in the 2016 Presidential Elec-
tion. Many saw this election 
as a “pick your poison” situa-
tion, and Trump was only the 
lesser of two evils. 
 Throughout his presi-
dency, jobs have been created, 
tax cuts have been passed 

and the American economy 
has been boosted. Trump has 
been bashed for his foreign af-
fairs. A combination of Trump 
withdrawing the U.S. from 

the Paris Climate Accord, in-
creasing high tariffs placed on 
China and the construction of 
the wall along the southern 
border have led to a lot of peo-
ple disapproving of Trump’s 
ways. His use of $700 billion 
in military spending has also 
been attacked and thought of 
as unnecessary by many. 
 Of course, the impeach-
ment investigation can’t be 
ignored, and the results could 
have huge implications on 
Trump’s future (see pg 18.) 
 Love him or hate him, 
here are Trump’s views head-
ing into the 2020 election: 
 Trump is in favor of re-
pealing the Affordable Care 
Act and is hugely against the 
issue of climate change; he 
is actually cutting funding 
toward environmental agen-
cies. He supports the Second 
Amendment and he is hard on 
trade policies and prioritizes 

too lenient on countries that 
have large carbon footprints. 
He doesn’t support a carbon 
tax out of fear that it will lead 
to an economic slowdown. 
 Sanford is anti-abortion. 
He is also against LGBTQ 
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Everything you need to know about Mr. Trump’s reelection bid 

Mark Sanford: His backround and his policies

education spending. He is 
pro-choice, and his stance on 
immigration is strict. Trump is 
trying to limit the number of 
people entering the country. 
 Trump’s views align with 
most of his Republican op-

ponents and his candidacy 
will come down largely to his 
character and the actions he 
did during his presidency. 
 For more information, visit 
Donald Trump’s campaign site. 

“I’ve always won, 
and I’m going to 
continue to win. 
And that’s the way 

it is.”

“In not my, but our 
collective hands, is 
held the promise of 

change.”

rights, and would support 
an amendment banning gay 
marriage. 
 On education, he sup-
ports merit pay for teachers 
and also endorsed voluntary 
teacher-led school prayer but, 
Sanford opposes common 
core and has advocated for an 
abstinence of sex education. 
 Sanford is a strong sup-
porter of the Second Amend-
ment and opposes most gun-
control measures. 
 Overall, It is unclear 
where he currently stands 
with voters since it is hard to 
override a current president 
in office. 
 Visit Mark Sanford’s cam-
paign site for more information.



Kamala Harris: Possible history in the making

Who is Bernie Sanders? A man of  all the people

 2020 Democratic presi-
dential candidate Kamala 
Harris has pitched herself as 
a history-making candidate 
who can instigate radical 
change in America. 
 Born in Oakland, Calif., 
Harris is a graduate of How-
ard University and earned her 
law degree from the Universi-
ty of California, Hastings Col-
lege of the Law. 
 She then pursued a career 
in the Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office in Ca-
lif., followed by a career at the 
San Francisco District Attor-
ney’s Office, where she led the 
Career Criminal Unit. Harris 

 Bernie Sanders is a cur-
rent U.S Senator from Ver-
mont and has hopes to be the 
Democratic candidate in the 
2020 presidential election. 
 Sanders, 78-years-old, re-
cently suffered a heart attack 
and had to take a minor break 
from his campaign. However, 
this did not stop him from 
participating in the Demo-
cratic Presidential Debate on 
October 15th. 
 Sanders has many opin-
ions that make him a unique 
presidential candidate. 
 Sanders believes in uni-
versal health care for all 
Americans, a tuition-free 
public college, promotes gun 
safety and wants to help pro-
tect the world from climate 

served two terms as District 
Attorney of San Francisco af-
ter defeating a two-term in-
cumbent, making her the first 
woman in Calif. to hold such 
a position. 
 Harris continues to chal-
lenge the current American 
political scene, being the first 
black woman to announce her 
candidacy for the 2020 presi-
dential election, strategically 
publicised on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 
 Her platform is particu-
larly focused on historically 
marginalized groups like 
women, people of color and 
low-income Americans.
 As written on her website, 
Harris claims to be “A fearless 
advocate for the voiceless and 
vulnerable,” having co-spon-

By Nick Guadagnino
Managing Editor 

sored legislation to reform 
the cash bail system, provide 
tax cuts for the middle class, 
raise the minimum wage and 
expand access to health care. 
 Harris has also fought to 
require for-profit companies 
to provide employees with 
health insurance that provides 
access to contraceptives and 
protect their rights to utilize 
reproductive health clinics.
 She is outspoken about 
her beliefs in regard to attacks 
on women’s reproductive 
freedom. 
 “There are states that have 
passed laws that will virtually 
prevent women from having 
access to reproductive health 
care,” Harris said at the Oct. 
Democratic Presidential De-
bate. “And it is not an exag-

geration to say women will 
die. Poor women, women of 
color, will die because these 
Republican legislatures in 
these various states who are 
out of touch with America 
are telling women what to do 
with their bodies.”
 Harris has also been out-
spoken about the rights of 
vulnerable children in Amer-
ica. Aside from her career as 
District Attorney, in which 
she focused largely on cases of 
child sexual assault, Harris es-
tablished California’s Bureau 
of Children’s Justice.
 Throughout her career, 
Harris has advocated for re-
form in the criminal justice 
system. According to her web-
site, Harris “established the 
first Office of Recidivism Re-

change. 
 “I’m running for presi-
dent so that, when we are in 
the White House, the move-
ment we build together can 
achieve economic, racial, so-
cial and environmental justice 
for all,” said Sanders.
 On Oct. 18, he tweeted, 
“Medicare for all will boost 
pay and benefits for work-
ers across this country. That’s 
why unions are organizing to 
get rid of corporate greed in 
our healthcare system.” 
 Over 30 million Ameri-
cans suffer from not having 
any healthcare provider. 
 “We say to the private 
health insurance companies: 
whether you like it or not, the 
United States will join every 
other major country on earth 
and guarantee healthcare to 
all people as a right. All Amer-

icans are entitled to go to the 
doctor when they’re sick and 
not go bankrupt after staying 
in the hospital,” said Sanders
 Sanders also believes in 
free public college for stu-
dents. “Today, we say to our 
young people that we want 
you to get the best education 
that you can, regardless of the 
income of your family. Good 
jobs require a good educa-
tion. That is why we are going 
to make public colleges and 
universities tuition-free and 
cancel all student debt,” re-
sponded Sanders. 
 Over 45 million people 
hold over 1.6 trillion dollars 
in student loans. Sanders re-
cently tweeted on October 19, 
“Imagine canceling all student 
debt and making every public 
college tuition-free, so that the 
rich aren’t vacationing off the 

backs of struggling students. 
Now stop imagining. Let’s tax 
Wall Street and do it.”.
 Sanders also wants to cre-
ate stricter gun laws that he 
hopes will prevent some of 
the dangers of mass shoot-
ings. 
 “When we are in the 
White House, we will move 
aggressively to end the epi-
demic of gun violence in this 
country and pass the Com-
mon Sense gun safety legis-
lation that the overwhelming 
majority of Americans want,” 
noted Sanders. 
 Sanders also has goals to 
improve the environment and 
help end climate change. 
 “The climate crisis is not 
only the single greatest chal-
lenge facing our country; it is 
also our single greatest oppor-
tunity to build a more just and 

duction and Reentry and pio-
neered the nation’s first open 
data initiative to expose racial 
disparities in the criminal jus-
tice system.”
 However, during her 
time as Attorney General, she 
declined to support various 
ballot measures to repeal the 
death penalty, legalize mari-
juana, reform Calif.’s three-
strikes law.
 These discrepancies be-
tween her words and actions 
allowed for opponent Con-
gresswoman Tulsi Gabbard 
to confront Harris at the sec-
ond Democratic Presidential 
Debate over her record as At-
torney General. Subsequently, 
Harris has fallen in the polls 
and steadily stands at around 
5 percent.
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equitable future, but we must 
act immediately,” said Sand-
ers. 
 Sanders wants to improve 
the middle class. “In order to 
reduce the outrageous level of 
inequality that exists in Amer-
ica today and to rebuild the 
disappearing middle class, we 
must establish an annual tax 
on the extreme wealth of the 
top 0.1 percent,” said Sanders.
 Sanders is one of the more 
well-known candidates for the 
2020 election and has hopes of 
being the next president. If 
elected president Sanders will 
pass former President Ronald 
Reagan for being the oldest 
president ever elected. 
 For more information about 
the election go to BernieSanders.
com.



Joe Walsh speaks at rally in 2012 for his reelection campaign in Illinois. 
Photo by Terrance Antonio James. 
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Everything you need to know about 2020 candidate Joe Walsh

Who’s Bill Weld? A primer on the 2020 candidate

show.
 The show ran from 2013 
to 2019, when it was canceled 
shortly after Walsh announced 
his candidacy for 2020.
 Going into the presiden-
tial race, Walsh is strongly 
against the Affordable Care 
Act and thusly universal 
healthcare. Walsh wants to 
crack down harder along the 
borders with immigration, 
but differs from Trump in that 
he is a believer in the climate 
change crisis. 
 He is pro-life, as well as 
against gay marriage and LG-
BTQ rights, although he has 
spoken out against Trump’s 
ban on transgender troops in 
the military. 
 Walsh also supports the 
Second Amendment and 
would be in favor of arm-
ing teachers and faculty at 
schools. He also hopes Trump 
is impeached.

 Joe Walsh leans strongly 
towards the conservative 
side with his stances on gun 
control, universal healthcare 
and abortion. He is strongly 
against Donald Trump and 
the actions and bills he passed 

 Bill Weld is a Republican 
candidate running for presi-
dent in the upcoming 2020 
election. He was previously 
a Libertarian Party vice presi-
dential nominee in 2016, Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts from 
1991 to 1997, Assistant Attor-
ney General for US Criminal 
Division from 1986 to 1988 
and the United States Attor-
ney for Massachusetts from 
1981 to 1986. 
 Weld is originally from 
Smithtown, NY. He attended 
Harvard and Oxford College. 

 Some of his political suc-
cess includes overseeing six 
upgrades for MA bond rat-
ings. He  also worked on the 
apprehension of Panamanian 

dictator, Manuel Noriega. 
 Weld’s plan for healthcare 
is to expand and boost fund-
ing for Medicaid. 
 On immigration, he 

strongly opposes Trump’s 
proposals of mass deporta-
tions, and he compared them 
to the practices of Nazi Ger-
many. He instead wants brod-
er access for visas and work 
permits. 
 Weld believes in climate 
change and that the U.S. must 
work in order to counter its 
effects. He supports the Paris 
Climate Accords and backed 
the idea of pricing carbon 
emissions to alleviate the 
threat of climate change.
 He is pro-choice and sup-
ports legal access to abortion. 
 He is a supporter of LG-
BTQ rights and has worked to 
overturn California’s former 

law that outlawed same-sex 
marriage. He created the Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Gay 
and Lesbian Youth, and he 
supports letting transgender 
people use the bathroom of 
their choice. 
 On education, Weld sup-
ports abolishing the Depart-
ment of Education to reduce 
the government’s overall size. 
He had also signed bills as a 
governor to increase school 
standards. 
 Weld broke with Repub-
licans when he supported 
assault weapon bans and 
waiting periods for firearm 
purchases. 

“I’m running 
because [Trump is] 

unfit,”

Bill Weld during the 2016 Presidential Election. He ran as a member of the 
Libertarian Party with his runningmate, Gary Johnson.

Submitted photo. 

 On Aug. 25, political 
talk show host Joe Walsh an-
nounced that he would run 
against incumbent President 
Donald Trump in the 2020 
Republican Primary Election. 
Walsh is one of just four Re-
publicans that have formally 
announced their candidacy 
for the election. 
 Walsh began his political 
career in Illinois, where he ran 
for a spot on the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1996 and 
1998 respectively. He would 
lose the election both times. In 
2010, Walsh tried his hand at 
the polls again, running for a 
spot in the House from the 8th 
Congressional District. Walsh 
beat incumbent Representa-
tive Melissa Bean by a narrow 
margin, winning by a total of 

48.5 percent of the vote to 48.3 
percent. 
 He’d only hold the spot 
for one term, as Walsh was 
downed by Tammy Duck-
worth with a  vote of 55 per-
cent to 45 percent in 2012. 
After his short-lived congres-
sional career, Walsh moved 
onto radio, beginning his con-
servative talk show called The 
Joe Walsh Show. 

 “Joe is a courageous and 
fearless warrior on the conser-
vative side, who encourages 
his audience to take a strong 
stand for what is right,”said 
Phil Boyce, senior vice presi-
dent of Salem, the radio com-
pany that hosted Walsh’s 

during his presidency. But 
with Trump’s overwhelm-
ing approval rating within 
the Republican party and 
Walsh’s considerably smaller 
presence, it will certainly be a 
longshot for the Illinois man. 



Everything you need to know about candidate Cory Booker

Pete Buttigieg: your LGBTQ advocate running in the race

 Cory Booker has been 
a U.S. senator representing 
New Jersey since 2013, but he 
accomplished much more be-
fore he went to Capitol Hill. 
 Booker attended Stan-
ford University on a football 
scholarship. During his time 
at Stanford, he also served 
as a peer crisis counselor. 
He also mentored students 
at a nearby middle school.
 He then studied at Oxford 
University, and graduated 
from Yale Law School in 1997. 
 After graduating, he 

 Peter Paul Montgomery 
Buttigieg, better known as 
Pete Buttigieg, is a 37 year-
old former Navy intelligence 
officer and the current may-
or of South Bend, Indiana. 
 He is the only open 
member of the LGBTQ com-
munity running in the 2020 
election, while also be-
ing the youngest running.
 The Washington Post is 
calling him, “the underdog 
to watch,” as Buttigieg has 
raised $23 million to date 
and has been fairly stable 
in the polls. He has been 
making his voice heard in 
debates and has gained a 
following while doing so. 
 According to Morning 
Consult, as of Oct. 16, Butti-
gieg stands in fifth place in the 
polls with a six percent rating. 

didn’t go to work for a law firm. 
Instead, he moved to Newark, 
Nj. and teamed up with other 
tenants to take on a landlord 
accused of intentional prop-
erty neglect. He won his case. 
 He then became a city 
councilmember, and even-
tually the mayor of New-
ark. He won the election 
with 72 percent of the vote. 
 As mayor, Booker fought 
curb crime, reinvigorating 
the town’s economy and 
forming a diverse group to 
listen to resident concerns. 
 Booker still cur-
rently lives in Newark. 
 In 2018, he co-wrote and 
passed the First Step Act, a bi-

By Athena Swords
Editor

partisan bill to make reforms 
to the criminal justice system 
and begin to reverse the in-
justices of mass incarceration. 
 This year, he reintro-
duced the Marijuana Justice 
Act. This bill would legalize 
marijuana, medical and rec-
reational, at a federal level. 
It would also help those 
who have already been 
convicted of marijuana-
related charges, especially 
people of color and those in 
low income communities.
 When he kicked off his 
presidential campaign ear-
lier this year, Booker said, “I 
believe we can build a coun-
try where no one is forgot-

ten, no one is left behind. 
Together, we will channel 
our common pain back into 
our common purpose. To-
gether, America, we will rise.”

Pete Buttigieg, one of 16 presidential candidates running in 2020.
Photo from USA Today Susan Page.

This puts him higher than 
12 of his fellow candidates, 
and close to Kamala Har-
ris who is at seven percent.
 Buttigieg intends to make 
everyone’s voice heard and he 
wants to build a society that 
works for every American.
In light of climate change, 
gun control, abortion rights, 
health care and immigration 
issues, Buttigieg has been 
very open about his future 
plans for the United States. 
 As president, he plans 
to treat climate change 
“like the emergency it is.” 
 According to his campaign 
website, he plans to, “imple-
ment a Green New Deal with 
all available tools, including a 
carbon tax-and-dividend for 
Americans, and support ma-
jor direct investment to build 
a 100% clean energy society.”
 Inside Climate News 
calls his plans for climate 
change, “more restrained on 

spending,” while also bring-
ing new ideas to the table.
 With Buttigieg belonging 
to the generation of school 
shootings, he believes in gun 
laws that “just make sense.” 
 He has a plan to imple-
ment “red flag laws,” also 
known as Extreme Risk 
Protection Orders in ad-
dition to waiting periods.
 Another issue But-
tigieg plans to address in 
his presidency is the rights 
of the LGBTQ community.
 Being a part of the LG-
BTQ community himself, 
Buttigieg also plans on work-
ing hard to ensure the com-
munity is accepted as any 
human being should be.
According to his campaign 
website, he wants to “Pass 
the Equality Act; reverse the 
ban on transgender military 
service; enforce the non-
discrimination provisions 
of the Affordable Care Act 

and key federal civil rights 
laws; protect LGBTQ refu-
gees and asylum seekers.”
 Along with this, he plans 
on banning conversion ther-
apy. According to the Move-
ment Advancement Project, 
53 percent of LGBTQ Ameri-
cans live in states with no con-
version therapy bans in place.
 Although he is one of 
the male candidates, he still 
feels strongly for women’s 
rights. Buttigieg believes that 

 According to the New 
York Times, Booker is cur-
rently polling in ninth 
place with two percent.
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By Max Reeder
Editor-in-Chief of P.O.P

all women should have ac-
cess to legal abortion, and the 
government should not have 
a negative impact on this.
 Buttigieg is one of Amer-
ica’s 16 choices for a Demo-
cratic nominee, and as But-
tigieg’s website says, “it’s 
time for a new generation 
of American leadership.” 
For more information on Pete 
Buttigieg’s campaign, please 
go to peteforamerica.com.

Senator Cory Booker speaks at the California Democratic Party Convention.
Photo by Wikimedia Commons.



 Robert Francis “Beto“ 
O’Rourke is a Democratic 
American politician who rep-
resented Texas’ 16th Congres-
sional District in the United 
States House of Representa-
tives from 2013 to 2019. 
 O’Rourke is 47 years 
old and was born in El Paso, 
Texas. He attended Colum-
bia University. He graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts and a 
major in English literature. 
 When O’Rourke gradu-
ated from college, he decided 
to stay in New York for a few 

 Andrew Yang is not your 
typical presidential hopeful. 
His background is one thing 
that sets him apart, but his 
beliefs further prove his dif-
ference from his fellow Demo-
cratic candidates.
 Yang has been running on 
a platform of three main top-
ics: the Freedom Dividend, 
Medicare for All, and Human-
Centered Capitalism. His 
central policy is the Freedom 
Dividend.
 Yang explains the Free-
dom Dividend to be “a Uni-
versal Basic Income of $1,000/
month, $12,000 a year, for ev-
ery American adult over the 
age of 18.”
 He says that this would 
be beneficial for Americans 
because it would give some of 

years. He worked a full-time 
job at a tech start-up; he took 
shifts at an art moving compa-
ny and moonlighting as a bab-
ysitter so that he could afford 
the rent. A few years later, he 
realized how much he missed 
home. He packed up his stuff 
and moved back to El Paso.
 After being back in Texas 
for a few years, O’Rourke was 
elected to the El Paso City 
Council in 2015 and served in 
the City Council. In 2011, he 
decided to run for the United 
States House of Representa-
tives and was elected in 2012 
after defeating Democrat Sil-
vestre Reyes in the primary.
 When O’Rourke and his 

wife realized that Donald 
Trump would be President of 
the United States, they asked 
each other how they would 
explain what happened to the 
country. They discussed what 
role they could play in this 
moment of truth for the coun-
try. They agreed that running 
for Senate might be a good op-
tion.
 In 2014 and 2016, 
O’Rourke was re-elected to 
the House of Representatives 
but decided to not follow 
through with his re-election 
in 2018. Instead, O’Rourke 
would run for the United 
States Senate against Repub-
lican Ted Cruz. Although 

O’Rourke lost a close race, 
this campaign drew national 
attention and O’Rourke set 
a record for most votes ever 
casted for a Democratic candi-
date in Texas’ history.
 On March 14, 2019, 
O’Rourke announced his 
campaign for President of the 
United States in the 2020 pres-
idential election.
 Nov. 1st, 2019, after about 
eight months of campaigning 
for president, O’Rourke de-
cided to drop out of the Presi-
dential Race. 
 “Our campaign has al-
ways been about seeing clear-
ly, speaking honestly, and 
acting decisively,” O’Rourke 

them the ability to pay bills, 
take care of any extra expens-
es, and save money. Addition-
ally, a Universal Basic Income 
(UBI) of this amount would 
permanently grow the econ-
omy, and ultimately, create 
more job opportunities for the 
people of the United States.
 Yang also focuses on 
Medicare for All and Human-
Centered Capitalism. 
 His medicare beliefs ex-
pand on the policy former 
president Barack Obama im-
plemented in March of 2010, 
the Affordable Care Act. Yang 
believes that this was a step 
in the right direction, but that 
providing medical insurance 
to all Americans through the 
same system would be better 
for both the treatment of pa-
tients and the economy.
 Human-Centered Capi-
talism revolves around three 
points which Yang sums up as 

“1. Humans are more impor-
tant than money 2. The unit of 
Human-Centered Capitalism 
is each person, not each other 
3. Markets exist to serve our 
common goals and values.”
 Overall, this concept 
would ensure that each citizen 
is served by the market rather 
than the market overcharging 
for items a person may be des-
perately in need of.
 Aside from his main plat-
form, Yang has spoken out 
on many other issues that 
have been on the forefront of 
America’s mind, such as gun 
control, climate change and 
immigration. 
 On the topic of gun con-
trol, Yang says that he un-
derstands that it is a Second 
Amendment right. He does 
not want to completely get rid 
of guns, but rather put edu-
cation and licensing require-
ments in place and ban the 

most dangerous weapons.
Regarding climate change, 
Yang has already drawn up 
a tentative plan of action and 
funding.
 Yang claims, “Climate 
change is an existential threat, 
and we need to recognize that 
we’re already living through 
the negative effects.”
 He recognizes that this is 
a huge issue that not just our 
country, but the world is fac-
ing, and we need to start mak-
ing some changes. He believes 
that his plan may be one step 
in the right direction.
 He acknowledges that 
there is a problem at the bor-
der but that it needs to be 
handled in a way that will 
benefit current U.S. citizens 
and hopeful immigrants alike.
 “We need to enforce the 
border. Democrats, Republi-
cans, and Independents alike 
agree that this is a pressing 

need for the good of both citi-
zens and those who wish to 
come here.  Though there are 
new technologies that could 
help, the best approaches are 
to do what we are currently 
doing better with more re-
sources.”
 Yang is also a man of the 
people. His campaign has 
been heavily involved with 
American citizens both in 
person and behind screens. 
Recently, he did a ten hour 
livestream on Reddit,Youtube, 
Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter that answered ques-
tions anyone may have about 
anything and everything, 
from his campaign strategy to 
his anime interests.
 Overall, Yang may not 
win the primaries, but he 
shows potential as a presiden-
tial candidate for another elec-
tion in the future.

announced in a series of 
tweets. “In that spirit: I am 
announcing that my service 
to the country will not be as a 
candidate or as the nominee.”
 He ended his campaign 
that he felt was not gaining 
enough energy on a national 
stage. His campaign has been 
under extreme finance re-
strains the past months, hav-
ing to make cuts in his staff in 
order to have enough money 
for advertising.
 Texas Democratic Party 
Chair Gilberto Hinojosa stat-
ed, “Beto O’Rourke has done 
amazing things for the Demo-
cratic Party in Texas, and we 
look forward to his future.”
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#YangGang: Entreprenuer turned Democratic candidate 

O’Rourke: An advocate for urgent gun control



Former veteran Tulsi Gabbard running for 2020 presidential election

Amy Klobuchar: Past, present and platform

 Tulsi Gabbard is one of 
the 15 candidates running for 
president in the 2020 elections. 
Gabbard is a 38-year-old dem-
ocrat from Samoa, Hawaii 
who has served in the U.S Na-
tional Guard and served two 
tours in the Middle East. 
	 Gabbard	is	the	first	female	
combat veteran to run for the 
presidency and the one of the 
first	female	combat	veteran	to	
be elected in congress, along 
with Tammy Duckworth. 
Gabbard graduated from The 
Accelerated	Officer	Candidate	

 As the primary elections 
inch	 closer,	 different	 candi-
dates have come to more rel-
evance. Of these upcoming 
candidates, one in particular, 
Amy Kolbuchar, looks like she 
could be a real threat to not 
only be voted into the demo-
cratic party as a candidate for 
president but also a real threat 
to Donald Trump. 
 Klobuchar is a Democrac-
tic Senator from Minnesota 
and is currently serving her 
third term after being re-elect-
ed in 2018. Klobuchar grew 
up in Minnesota and attended 
highschool at Wayzata High 
School in Plymouth, Minn. 
where she was the Valedicto-
rian as well. 
 After high school, Klobu-
char attended Yale University 
and received a bachelor’s de-

school at Alabama Military 
Academy, and she was the 
first	woman	in	50	years	to	get	
distinguished honor roll. 
 Ever since Gabbard was 
a teenager, she has been help-
ing her community in Hawaii. 
Now she even has a website 
that helps with emergencies, 
internships, military resourc-
es and fundraising  for people 
who want to visit Washington 
D.C.	
  After the 9/11 attacks, she 
wanted to help the country, so 
she enlisted in the army. 
 Gabbard was in the Army 
for 16 years before she joined 
Congress.	While	 in	 Congress	
she	 is	fighting	 for	peace.	 She	

By Jack Smith
Staff Writer

worked as a legislative aid to 
Senator Danny Alkaka during 
her time. While working with 
Alkaka, Gabbard  also worked 
to help the American people 
by securing our country and 
promoting peace. Much like 
her campaign which pro-
motes protecting our environ-
ment, investing green energy 
economy, clean water and air, 
healthcare for all, investing in 
infrastructure and civil liber-
ties. 
 “It is unacceptable that 
we pay far more for health 
care than any other country 
in the world, yet we have far 
worse outcomes. Medicare-
for-all would lower that cost 

of health care by taking out 
bloated administrative fees 
and	 the	 heavy	 profits	 that	
insurance companies make 
on the backs of sick people. 
Medicare-for-all is not go-
ing to solve everything. We 
have to address the high cost 
of prescription drugs. Right 
now, Medicare can’t negotiate 
with prescription drug com-
panies,” Gabbard said. 
 However, during her time 
in, she received backlash for 
signing against the Marriage 
Act. The Marriage Act is a law 
that has been passed for same 
sex marriage and protecting 
it. She has since apologized 
for signing in defense in 2013. 

gree in political science. Next, 
she attended the University of 
Chicago	Law	and	earned	her	
degree to become an attorney. 
After college, she worked for 
two	law	firms	and	then	even-
tually ran for and became 
Hennepin	 County’s	 attorney	
general in 1988. In 2006, she 
was	elected	as	the	first	female	
senator of Minnesota.  
 Klobuchar holds strong 
beliefs involving military, 
health care, legalizing recre-
ational marijuana and espe-
cially voting. 
 Klobuchar addressed her 
feelings towards Florida tem-
porarily blocking the restric-
tion for voting of ex-felons on 
Twitter.
 “Suppressing the vote is 
un-American. This temporary 
block should be permanent.”  
she said.
 Klobuchar strongly be-
lieves in an end to the death 

penalty. She has sided to 
abolish it and stuck with that 
throughout her early cam-
paign. She would like to re-
form the reducing of cash 
bail. She has also decided 
she would like to eliminate 
the minimum sentence re-
form which reduced a mini-
mum amount of time those 
involved in drug crimes and 
veterans would have to spend 
in jail. 

 A popular move that 
Klobuchar has chosen if she 
were to become president is 
a push for minimum wage to 
be raised to $15 an hour. She 
also supports broad paid fam-
ily and medical leave plans. 

Currently	 shes	 working	 to	
protect	 the	 LGBTQ	 commu-
nity and their rights. She has 
also had political problems 
with	 Hillary	 Clinton.	 Now	
that Gabbard is running for 
president,	Clinton	claims	Rus-
sians are grooming Gabbard. 
 “Yet despite the damage 
you’ve done to our country 
and the world, you want to 
continue your failed policies 
directly or indirectly through 
the Democratic nominee,”  
Gabbard said after being told 
the	claims	said	by	Clinton.	
 More information on Tulsi 
Gabbard can be found on her 
campaigning site. 
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This means full compensation 
would be paid while someone 
has	 to	 take	 time	 off	 of	 work	
for a newborn baby or a close 
family member becoming 
sick. 
 In terms of elections, 
Klobuchar has said she is in 
favor of mandating paper 
elections, limiting the amount 
of money spent on campaigns 
and she believes that the elec-
toral college should be elimi-
nated. Putting a limit on the 
amount of money being able 
to be spent on campaigns 
would make elections more 
fair because some candidates 
with more money are able to 
use	it	to	influence	votes.	
 Klobuchar is a supporter 
of nuclear power, but she 
would look to end new oil 
and gas leases on federal land 
and	offshore	drilling.	She	also	
would pay farmers to adopt 
climate friendly practices. 

This would help stop food 
shortages because farming 
would become easier to do in 
better conditions. 
 If Klobuchar were to be-
come president, she would 
legalize recreational marijua-
na and she would tax it. She 
looks at it as a product that 
can be used for revenue and 
businesses can be built around 
it. She would also make sure 
there would be banking ac-
cess	for	marijuana	firms.	
 Klobuchar looks to make 
many changes in the United 
States if she were to become 
president. She looks to take 
her	place	in	office	and	impact	
the country very positively 
from the jump.  
	 As	her	slogan	says,	“Let’s	
get to work,” Amy Klobuchar 
believes she is the best for the 
nomination. 
 For more information, visit 
her campaigning site. 

“Supressing the vote 
is un-American.”



 Tom Steyer is an Ameri-
can billionaire, hedge fund 
manager, environmentalist 
and liberal activist. Born on 
June 27, 1957, he grew up in 
Manhattan, and attended the 
Buckley School and Phillips 
Exeter Academy. He gradu-
ated from Yale University. 
 At college he  studied eco-
nomics and political science. 
Steyer is currently running in 
the 2020 election. 
 Steyer’s father, Jim Steyer, 
is Jewish, and his mother is 
Episcopalian. 

 Julián Castro is one of 
the 15 candidates running for 
President of the United States. 
Castro is 44 years of age and 
his hometown is San Anto-
nio, Texas. He is running as a 
Democratic candidate. 
 Castro has had past politi-
cal experience in his previous 
jobs. From 2009 to 2014 Castro 
was the Mayor of San Anto-
nio, Texas, and he was the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban 
Development from 2014 to 
2017, under former President 
Barack Obama. 
 His campaign is largely 
focusing on immigration.
On Twitter Castro said, “At 
Trump’s direction, more than 
1,200 children were orphaned 
at our border—far worse than 
previously thought. I put for-
ward a plan to permanently 

 He has one brother, Jim 
Steyer, who is head of his firm 
called, Trusts & Estates. Steyer 
claims that he is very dedicat-
ed to improving media and 
entertainment lives for chil-
dren and families. 
 Steyer was highly influ-
enced by his mother, who 
would sometimes bring him 
to class as her teaching assis-
tant when he was little. 
 Farallon Capital Manage-
ment, is an American invest-
ment that manages on behalf 
of institutions and individu-
als. It was founded by Steyer 
in January 1986, and raised 
over $15 million. Steyer be-
came well known for invest-

ing and it became one of his 
great strengths.
 In Oct. 2012, Steyer 
stepped down from his posi-
tion at Farallon Capital Man-
agement in order to focus on 
alternative energy. 
 He decided to dispose 
carbon-polluting investments 
in 2012. However, critics say 
he did not dispose of them 
quickly enough and noted 
that the lifespan of the facili-
ties he funded would extend 
through 2030. 
 He discussed some of the 
issues of immigration, repa-
rations, and healthcare, and 
how he would address them 
on CBSN News. 

 One of Steyer’s main 
primary campaign topics re-
volves around the path to le-
gal citizenship. 
 “We need to separate it 
into the 11 million people who 

have been here and part of so-
ciety for a long time, and get 
comprense, to put them on a 
path of citizenship.” 
 He believes that Ameri-
cans continue to confusing the 

end family separation by re-
pealing a racist law that has 
been used to attack immi-
grants for nearly a century.” 
 His immigration plan was 
one of the earliest and most 
detailed plans in the Demo-
cratic field. It states that cross-
ing the border illegally would 
be considered a civil offense, 
and it would no longer be a 
criminal offense. Castro also 
has created plans for issues 
such as climate change, im-
migration, education, housing 
and more. 
 If Castro is elected into of-
fice, he plans on making edu-
cation more accessible and 
successful. Castro’s education 
plan includes universal Pre-K 
and the proposal would also 
include training and educat-
ing Pre-K teachers. 
 For high schools, Castro 
would provide a $150-billion 
investment in modernization 
of these buildings. He also 

wants to ensure that all high 
school graduates end with 
one college credit. 
 Castro would also elimi-
nate tuition at public univer-
sities, colleges and vocational 
schools. Lastly, he would 
provide federal tax credit for 
teachers. 
 As President, Castro also 
promises that as his first of-
ficial act he will recommit the 
United States to the Paris Cli-
mate agreement and assemble 
world leaders to negotiate a 

stronger agreement to fight 
against the climate crisis. He 
is committed to reaching a 
net-zero carbon emissions in 
the United States by 2045, and 
then worldwide before 2050. 
Castro is also committed to 
take many other precautions 
to prevent global warming. 
This includes strategies of 
implementing a zero-emis-
sion building standard for 
new construction after 2030, 
significantly increasing the 
investment in research and 

development of clean technol-
ogy and initiating programs 
to support exports of Ameri-
can clean manufacturing and 
technology around the globe.
Castro also believes in equal-
ity for all. 
 On Twitter Castro said, 
“There’s no reason in 2019 
that a woman should make 
less than a man for the same 
work. I will fight for the rights 
of women and girls—includ-
ing equal pay— and for them 
to make decisions about their 
own bodies.”
 He has made a plan to 
achieve LGBTQ equality and 
equality for people with dis-
abilities. Castro is trying 
to make sure no one is dis-
criminated against in every-
day things like employment, 
housing and public accommo-
dations. 
 For more information, visit 
JulianCastro.com. 

people who are coming with 
the people who have been 
here for a long time. 
 He believes by looking at 
immigration, you can only see 
a failed government, because 
they are not taking the right 
actions to control the situa-
tion. 
 Steyer blames past presi-
dent as the root of the prob-
lem regarding racism. 
 “The U.S. needs to ad-
dress centuries of injustice.”
 For more information about 
his campaign, visit TomSteyer.
com.
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Julián Castro plans to put the people first

Tom Steyer is the outsider hoping to take on Trump

Julián Castro released his “People First Education” plan back in May, and said 
that his experience in segregated schools has helped shape it. 

Photo by Scott Olson.

“The U.S. needs to 
address centuries of 

injustice.”
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Match the quote to the 2020 presidental election candidate

Kamala Harris 

Beto O’Rourke

Andrew Yang

Mark Sanford

Elizabeth Warren

4. “Hell yes, we’re going to take your AR-15, your AK-47. We’re 
not going to allow it to be used against a fellow American any-
more.”

2. “If we create enough new companies, there will be additional 
opportunities for people at every rung of the educational ladder.”

3. “I was raised to be an independent woman, not the victim of 
anything.”

1. “Too many people, because they were white and poor, black 
and rich, or just plain busy with something other than politics, 
have felt they had no voice in the government.”

5. “Bankruptcy is about financial death and financial rebirth. 
Bankruptcy is the great American story rewritten. We’re a nation 
of debtors.”

A

B

C

D

E

Photos by Wikipedia Commons, Politico, 33views, theSkimm and KITV.      E      B         A        C        D 1.    2.    3.    4.    5.    



The real abortion debate: Defending the humanity of  the unborn

 The abortion topic has 
become one of the most po-
larizing debates of our time. 
In order to properly and civ-
illy discuss the topic, we must 
first clarify the debate— not 
just bring up arbitrary scenar-
ios when losing. The abortion 
is not about choice, privacy 
or women’s rights. The true 
topic that we should be dis-
cussing is the human status 
of the unborn and whether all 
humans have the same rights 
regardless of size, level of de-
velopment, environment or 
degree of dependency. The 
unborn are distinct, living 
and whole human beings and 
they are entitled to the same 
unalienable rights as all other 
humans.
 I am a strong supporter of 
choice, privacy and women’s 
rights, as are so often cited in 
defense of abortion. The prob-
lem with the application of 
these principles lies in the log-
ical fallacy of assuming that 
the unborn are not distinct, 
living, and whole human be-
ings. If it can be proven that 
the unborn are, in fact, just 
a “potential life,” then I will 
happily concede to the argu-
ment that abortion is a pri-
vate choice that should not 
be restricted. The roadblock, 
however, lies in the hard fact 
that the unborn are in fact 

By Clayton Brosend
Guest Writer

distinct, living, and whole hu-
man beings that are subject to 
the same natural and unalien-
able rights as all of us from the 
very moment of conception. 
By these standards, abortion 
is unjust and immoral as ev-
ery successful abortion results 
in the termination of a human 
life for someone else’s benefit. 
These facts are undeniable 
from an embryology stand-
point and are even acknowl-
edged by some of the staunch-
est pro-abortion advocates.
 The science of embryol-
ogy tells us that a new and 
distinct human life is brought 
into this world from the very 
moment of conception. The 
leading embryology textbook 
by Keith L. Moore affirms that 
“A zygote is the beginning 
of a new human being.” The 
undeniable fact that a new 
human organism is created 
through both human sperm 
and egg has been described 
as, “simple and evident,” by 

former Planned Parenthood 
president Dr. Alan Guttm-
acher. Furthermore, Professor 
Micheline Matthews-Roth of 
Harvard University Medical 
School provided expert testi-
mony before a U.S. Senate Ju-
diciary subcommittee, saying, 
“It is scientifically correct to 
say that an individual human 
life begins at conception.” An 
embryo has its own unique 

chromosomal structure, di-
rects its own internal devel-
opment, reacts to stimuli, 
converts food to energy and 
exhibits cellular reproduction- 
all characteristics of living 
things. The somatic cell argu-
ment (e.g. skin cells are living 
but are not murdered when 
killed) is flawed because it 
fails to recognize that a hu-
man embryo is a whole rather 
than a single part, meaning 
that it contains the full chro-
mosomal code along with 
the capacity to develop. This 
is a characteristic only of a 
distinct, living and whole en-
tity. If abortion willfully kills 
a living human being (as the 
embryo has been established 
to be), then abortion should 
absolutely meet the classifica-
tion as murder. Based on the 
premise that abortion takes 
the life of an innocent and liv-
ing human, the “coat hanger” 
abortion argument is faulty 
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because it essentially says that 
killing is inevitable, therefore, 
the practice should not be out-
lawed. 
 Even when presented 
with the fact that the unborn 
are full-fledged members of 
the human community, some 
people prefer to maintain that 
physical or developmental 
differences somehow change 
one’s human status. Yes, a hu-
man embryo is clearly less de-
veloped than a human adult, 
but this fails to justify denying 
unalienable rights to the less 
developed. An embryo is a 
stage of human development, 
just as toddlers and teenag-
ers are. We would not deny 
toddlers their right to life 
simply because they are less 
developed than teenagers, so 
why draw an arbitrary line at 
birth? A person’s size, level 
of dependency, environment, 
and the degree of dependency 
have no impact on their hu-

manity and cannot serve as 
justification for killing some-
one at an earlier stage of de-
velopment.
 When it comes to the 
abortion debate, we hear so 
much about choice, privacy, 
and women’s rights. These 
topics are all easy to stand for 
under the condition that the 
unborn are not human and 
are not living. Unfortunately 
for the pro-abortion move-
ment, the science is clear that 
the unborn are distinct, liv-
ing and whole human beings 
from the moment of concep-
tion and you are the same liv-
ing human that you were at 
that moment. Being pro-life 
is not about being anti-choice, 
anti-privacy or anti-woman. It 
is about adhering to the prin-
ciples that once defined politi-
cal liberalism: protecting the 
most vulnerable people with-
in society regardless of their 
size, location or development.

“It is scientifically 
correct to say that 
an individual hu-
man life begins at 

conception.”

The true topic of dis-
cussion is the human 
status of the unborn 
and whether all hu-
mans have the same 
rights.

The pro-life movement dates back to the 1840s and still remains a topic of controversy.
Photo by Lehigh University.



How to vote in primary elections

What are primary elections?

 Everyone knows about 
the big presidential elections, 
but how do those people get 
nominated?
 They’re voted for in pri-
mary elections. Primaries are 
an important part of the elec-
tion process. 
 This is how nominees for 
each political party are decid-

  According to CNN, presi-
dential candidates used to be 
selected at conventions, not by 
voters. Party members would 
select delegates to nominate 
the party’s next candidate. 
 It wasn’t until around 50 
years ago that each party’s 
candidates have been elected 
in primaries. 
 The Republican and Dem-
ocratic parties both still hold 
conventions, but now they’re 
more like lavish celebratory 
parties.
 In recent years, voter 
turnouts for primary elections 
have fluctuated. 
 According to Bipartisan-
policy.org, the 2012 presiden-
tial primaries hit a record low 
voter turnout. 
 Only 16 percent of all eli-
gible voters went to the polls 
to vote on their respective 

ed.
 Some time during the first 
half of 2020, every U.S. state 
will hold Republican and 
Democratic primaries.
 Step one when selecting a 
candidate to support for your 
party is research. 
 Figure out which candi-
date represents your beliefs 
closely. Just because you share 
a political party affiliation 
with someone, doesn’t mean 
they’re the perfect match. 
 Read articles, tweets, 
books or anything else to gain 
information on the candidate 
you support. If they stand for 
something you disagree with, 
you can always find a new 

By Max Reeder
Editor-in-Chief of P.O.P.

candidate. 
 This year, the Democrats 
have a plethora to choose 
from. 
 Researching every candi-
date can be a long and gruel-
ing process, but it’s important 
to vote for what you believe 
in.
 But you can’t get to voting 
without step two: Registering 
to vote.
 Every state has different 
voting deadlines. Some are 
on election day, while others 
are more than a month in ad-
vance. 
 In Pennsylvania, the 
deadline to vote for 2020 pri-
maries is March 28, 2020. 

 Registration applica-
tions can be submitted one of 
four ways: Online, by mail, 
in person at your local voter 
registration office or through 
PennDOT (or another govern-
ment agency).    
 Voters must be 18 on or 
before election day in order to 
register in Pennsylvania. 
 Once you’ve applied, 
your county voter registration 
office will approve or deny 
your application. 
 Once you’ve completed 
this process, you can move on 
to step three: Take your voter 
registration card that you re-
ceived in the mail and go to 
the polls. 

days. 
 In contrast, the 2016 pri-
maries drew 29 percent of eli-
gible voters. 
 This fell just short of 2008, 
when 30 percent of eligible 
voters participated in prima-
ries. 
 According to the New 
York Times, voter turnout for 
the 2020 primary elections is 
expected to be the highest in 
decades. 
 Among those, many 
young Democrats are expect-
ed to vote in both the primary 
elections and the general elec-
tion.
 This is in opposition to 
President Trump and other re-
publicans.
 Pennsylvania will hold its 
Democratic Primary Election 
on April 28, 2020. The regis-
tration deadline to vote in this 
election is March 29, 2020.

 Be confident in the candi-
date you’re voting for. Some 
pollsters reported Donald 
Trump only had a 4 percent 
chance of winning the presi-
dency and he still did it.
 So just because your 
candidate isn’t the favorite 
among others in your party, 
doesn’t mean they have no 
chance of winning.
 Primaries are an impor-
tant part of the democratic 
process. 
 So remember: Do your re-
search and get registered. 
 I’ll see you at the polls on 
April 28. 
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By Max Reeder
Editor-in-Chief of P.O.P.
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“A preliminary election to appoint delegates to a party conference or to 
select the candidates for a principal, especially presidential election.”

In open primaries, any registered voter may par-
ticipate in any party primary. 

 In semi-open primaries, any registered voter may 
vote in the election, but they must request a 
specific party ballot when voting. 

In closed primaries, only registered voters may 
vote for their party’s next candidate.

 In semi-closed primaries, only unaffiliated 
voters and those registered to the specific party 
may vote.

Why voting in pri-
maries is so impor-
tant and how to go 
about it.



 “With liberty and justice 
for all.” 
 This is the end to a pledge 
forced into our brains as 
young children, but today, 
children at that same age are 
being ripped from their moth-
er’s arms by the government.
 America is a nation of im-
migrants who has always wel-
comed those in need, yet the 
immigrants that make up our 
population are being thrown 
out like they’re worthless.
 These families that try to 
cross the border do so to pro-
tect themselves. They leave 
everything they have to come 
to a safer place, bringing only 
the clothes on their backs.
 A woman, only identify-
ing as Carmen, fled San Sal-
vador with her family, leaving 
everything they had. She told 

El País that, “a member of a 
gang had become obsessed 
with her. He said he would 
kill Carmen if she did not date 
him.”
 According to The Wash-
ington Post, a family of six 
fled to the United States from 
San Salvador because they 
were being demanded to pay 
a gang. They did at first to 
protect themselves. 
 When they could no lon-
ger pay, 20 gang members 
showed up at their doorstep 
demanding $10,000. If they 
didn’t pay, they would all be 
killed.
 They left everything be-
hind the next day and began 
their long trek to the border. 
The walk from El Salvador 
to the U.S. border is close to 
2,000 miles, and they did it for 
the sake of their own lives.
 Due to their departure, 
one close family member was 
shot to death while another 

was cut to smithereens.
 When they finally arrive 
to the United States, they have 
the possibility of being brutal-
ly separated from each other 
and incarcerated.
The children face the possi-
bility to be put into govern-
ment custody where they are 
malnourished and treated like 
they’ve committed a crime.
 In Newsweek’s article 
about the childrens’ condi-
tions, a 17 year-old boy said 
(referring to Ursula detention 
center where he was being 
held) that he was not given a 
toothbrush, he’s given no op-
portunity to shower, no soap 
and no privacy to even go to 
the bathroom.
 This is no way to treat any 
person, let alone a child, who 
is just trying to live a safe life 
with their parents. 
 After fighting for their 
lives in their homeland, they 
walk hundreds, or even thou-

sands, of miles to the bor-
der just to be torn apart and 
thrown in a cage to once again 
fight for their lives.
 These strict policies have 
come about because of our 
president, the president of the 

mixing pot of the world, call-
ing these innocent people “il-
legal aliens” and claiming that 
they are the reason for unem-
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By Athena Swords 
Editor

Trekking on the star-spangled trail of  claimed freedom
ployment in the United States. 
It’s actually the contrary, how-
ever. According to the Cato 
Institute, “Unemployment is 
highest when immigration is 
lowest.” 
 The Cato Institute later 
showed in a graph that the 
unemployment rate went up 
by 1.45 percent when the im-
migration rates were below 
average compared to above 
average.
 Our country is the land of 
the free, yet we have to have 
the discussion about who is 
actually free and who doesn’t 
deserve those rights.
 This is not an article I 
should have to write in the 
country I live in. America is 
a country built off of immi-
grants, yet our government 
supports ripping families 
apart because they weren’t 
born here. That is not what 
this country’s message is sup-
posed to be.

“They walk 
hundreds, or 

even thousands 
of miles to the 
border just to 
be torn apart 

and thrown in a 
cage.”

 In this cartoon, a content 
Donald Trump stands, recit-
ing the pledge of allegiance.
 In the past two years, the 
national anthem and pledge 
and the right to sit have been 
controversial topics in the me-
dia.
 Why stand up for some-
thing, both figuratively and 
literally, that you don’t agree 
with or believe in.
 In the background of this 
photo, an I.C.E. agent is hold-
ing an immigrant mother back 
from her child who is still a 
citizen of the United States.

Liberty and justice for all?
 The child sits, crying ad 
hugging the flag pole after be-
ing seperated by his mother. 
 All he has left is his citi-
zenship. 
 He lost his mother be-
cause she can’t earn her right 
to citizenship because she 
can’t answer questions that 
born and raised Americans 
wouldn’t be able to answer. 
 The final line to the 
pledge, “with liberty and jus-
tice for all” is a line that does 
not really fit with America’s 
current message, yet we all 
are forced to state it loud and 
proud everyday.
 This cartoon represents 
the issues brought about by 
immigration laws in 2019.

By Athena Swords 
Editor

 We claim to bring free-
dom to everyone on American 
soil, yet we’re tearing families 
apart and claiming they can’t 

have freedom here?
 Yes, that’s absolutely lib-
erty and justice for all. You 
nailed it, America.

Art by Athena Swords.



Trump impeachment inquiry timeline
By Athena Swords & 
Max Reeder
Editor & Editor-in-Chief of P.O.P.
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May 2014
 Hunter Biden joins the 

board of Burisma, a Ukra-
nian oil and gas company.

May 9, 2019
 Trump’s personal law-
yer Rudy Giuliani plans to 
investigate Hunter Biden’s 
involvement with Burisma.

July 25, 2019
 In a phone call between 
Trump and Zelensky, Trump 

suggests that Zelensky 
investigate the Bidens’ 

dealings with Ukraine for 
possible corruption.

Sept. 9, 2019
 Inspector General 
Michael Atkinson alerts the 
Intelligence Committee of a 
whistleblower complaint.

Sept. 19, 2019
 It is revealed that 

Ukraine is at the center of 
the complaint. “The Wash-

ington Post” saying the 
complaint involves a prom-

ise Trump made.

Sept. 24, 2019
 House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi announces a formal 
impeachment inquiry into 

President Trump.

Oct. 3, 2019
A second whistleblower 

complaint comes to light, 
coming from an Internal 

Revenue Service employee.

Oct. 4, 2019
 It is revealed through 

text messages that U.S. 
Diplomats tried to convince 
Zelensky to investigate the 
Bidens for an invitation to 

the White House.

Oct. 10, 2019
 House Democrats issue 
three more subpoenas after 

the White House’s refusal to 
cooperate.

Oct. 15, 2019
 Giuliani refuses to 
comply with the subpoena, 
and Mike Pence refuses the 
House request to turn over 

documents.

Oct. 31, 2019 
	 Tim	Morrison,	Senior	director	for	Russian	affairs	at	the	Na-
tional	Security	Council	testifies.	This	comes	a	day	after	announc-

ing	that	he	would	resign	from	his	position	quickly.
	Speaker	Nancy	Pelosi	announces	the	House	voted	232-196	in	

favor	of	formalizing	the	impeachment	inquiry.	

Oct. 29, 2019
 Alexander Vindman, the 
top Ukraine expert on the Na-
tional Security Council, testi-
fies. He says he was alarmed 

by witnessing the Trump 
Administration undermine 

US foreign policy in favor of 
Trump’s political agenda.

Nov. 5, 2019
Sonland revises his 

previous testimony. Now 
says there was a Quid Pro 

Quo after other testimonies 
“refreshed” his memory.

Oct. 17, 2019
 Gordon Sondland, who 

runs the US embassy in Kiev, 
testifies to House impeachment 
investigators. He says he didn’t 

realise until much later that 
Giuliani’s intention may have 
been to include the Ukranians 

in his re-election campaign. 

Nov. 2, 2019
Rick Perry announces he 

will not take part in closed-
door discussions but may 

testify publicly.



Primary Election Dates:
*All primaries are in 2020*

February 3rd:
Iowa (D&R)

February 11th:
New Hampshire (D&R)

February 22nd:
Nevada (D&R)

February 29th:
South Carolina (D&R)

March 3rd:
Alabama (D&R)

American Samoa (D)

Arkansas (D&R)

California (D&R)

Colorado (D&R)

Democrats Abroad (D)

Maine (D&R)

Massachusetts (D&R)

March 3rd cont.
Minnesota (D&R)

North Carolina (D&R)

Oklahoma (D&R)

Tennessee (D&R)

Texas (D&R)

Utah (D&R)

Vermont (D&R)

Virginia (D&R)

March 10th:
Washington (D&R)

Idaho (D&R)

North Dakota (D&R)

Missouri (D&R)

Mississippi (D&R)

Michigan (D&R)

Ohio (D&R)

March 17th:
Florida (D&R)

Arizona (D&R)

March 24th:
Georgia (D&R)

April 4th:
Wyoming (D&R)

Alaska (D&R)

Hawaii (D&R)

Louisiana (D&R)

April 7th:
Wisconsin (D&R)

April 28th:
Maryland (D&R)

Delaware (D&R)

Pennslyvania (D&R)

New York (D&R)

Connecticut (D&R)

May 2nd:
Kansas (D&R)

May 5th:
Indiana (D&R)

May 12th:
Nebraska (D&R)

West Virginia (D&R)

Oregon (D&R)

Kentucky (D&R)

June 2nd::Montana (D&R)

New Mexico (D&R)

South Dakota (D&R)

New Jersey (D&R)
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By Nick Guadagnino
Managing Editor

What happens in a year? Important dates for upcoming election

 With the next presidential 
election cycle in full swing and 
candidates from each party 
vying for the nomination, the 
2020 calendar year includes 
important dates for each state 
regarding the republican and 
democratic primaries. In ad-
dition, several U.S. territories 
and districts have set election 
dates as well. 
 Elections in the U.S. con-
sist of primaries and cau-
cuses. A primary election is 
a state-wide member vote to 
determine a candidate while a 
caucus is more of a town hall 
where registered groups gath-
er and vote as one collective 
voice in support of their pre-
ferred candidate. They often 
take place in school gymnasi-
ums, auditoriums or church-
es and last from two to four 
hours. The following calendar 
indicates important dates for 
both the primary votes and 
caucus meetings. 

227 304
270

Needed to win

The race to 270 electoral votes begins in Iowa

In 2016, President Donald Trump was elected earning 306 Elec-
toral College votes beating Democrat Hillary Clinton.

Democrat Hillary Clinton Republican Donald Trump

 It all begins in Iowa. The 
midwestern swing state will 
kick off the 2020 Presidential 
Election Feb. 3 with Demo-
crats looking to flip the state 
back to blue after President 
Trump took the first six elec-
toral votes in the 2016 elec-
tion. In recent history, the can-
didate victorious in the Iowa 
Caucus has gone on to win the 

others, but because the pro-
cess for their nomination and 
election is more cumbersome 
than most. 
 In 1968, both parties felt 
a more inclusive voting pro-
cess was needed in candidate 
selection. The adoption of a 
caucus process brought more 
conversation, more constitu-
ent voice, but also more com-

presidency. The only excep-
tion to this in the last 20 years 
was the 2000 election where 
Democrat Al Gore won the 
state but lost the presidency 
to George W. Bush. 
 Candidates focus heav-
ily on the midwestern state in 
the months leading up to the 
caucus, not because the state 
is any more significant than 

plexity.  
 “Iowa has one of the more 
complex process - precint ca-
cucus, county conventions, 
district conventions, followed 
by a state convention - it had 
to start really early,” said NPR 
reporter Sam Sanders.
 As a result, candidates 
tend to focus their country-
wide traveling around the 

Iowa election schedules. The 
more visits a candidate can 
make, the better the chance 
they have at earning the nom-
ination and winning votes, 
but it won’t predict the future.
 “Iowa is not the be all, 
end all. Iowa alone is not a 
kingmaker. Iowa is only the 
start of a long journey. Iowa is 
just first,” said Sanders. 
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Learn the demographics: Democrats, Republicans

Immigrants…
A) Are an essential part of the 
nation’s identity since they 
strengthen the country with 
their talents. 

B) Often somewhat burden 
the country by taking Ameri-
can jobs, housing and health-
care. 

A woman…
A) Should continue to have 
access to affordable, safe and 
legal abortions as determined 
in Roe V. Wade.

B) Should not have the right 
to abort her unborn child 
since they are human and 
have rights separate from 
their mother.

The minimum wage…
A) Should be raised because 
all Americans have a right to 
a fair, livable wage.

B) Should not be raised be-
cause such increases would 
force American businesses to 
cut jobs and services. 

Laws regulating guns…
A) Are necessary and effective 
to reduce crime and homicide. 

B) Undermine our gun own-
ership rights.

Government regulation of...
A) Business is necessary to 
protect the general public. 

B) Business often does more 
harm than good.

Military spending...
A) Should be cut and repriori-
tized on govvernment social 
services. 

B) Should be increased to en-
sure national security. 

Business corporations...
A) Make too much profit.

B) Make a reasonable profit.

In foreign policy...
A) America should take into 
account the interests of allies.
 
B) America should act on its 
own interests. 

America should...
A) Support free or low-cost 
government controlled health 
care.

B) Support a competitive, free 
market health care system.

Mostly A’s: Democrat
Democrats tend to believe 
that it is the duty of the gov-
ernment to alleviate social ills 
and to protect civil liberties 
and individual and human 
rights. Democratic policies 
typically emphasize a need 
for the government to solve 
problems.

Mostly B’s: Republican
Republicans tend to believe 
in limited government, free 
markets, individual liberty, 
traditional American values 
and strong national defense. 
Republican policies typically 
emphasize providing people 
with the freedom to pursue 
their own individual goals.

By Laila Samphilipo
Editor-in-Chief of The Prowler 

Do your views align as Democrat or Republican?

Location
Democratic areas are typically 
along the East and West Coasts, 
whereas Republican areas tend 
to be more concentrated in the 

South and Midwest. 

States carried by Republicans in all four elections.

States carried by Republicans in three of the four elections.

States carried by each party twice in the four elections.

States carried by Democrats in three of the four elections.

States carried by Democrats in all four elections.

Photo summarizes the results of the 2004, 2008, 2012 
and 2016 presidential elections. Photo by Wikipedia. 

Gender

M
en

W
om

en

Self-identified Republicans.

Self-identified Democrats.

Other.

Women are significantly more likely than 
men to associate with the Democratic Par-
ty, whereas men are more likely to associ-

ate with the Republican Party. 
Pew Research Center (2017).



 First-time voters are some 
of the most important Ameri-
cans to show up on Election 
Day due to their ability to en-
act change in polls.
 Learning about the voting 
process, however, can seem 
daunting and overwhelming 
for many people. The follow-
ing guide aims to simplify the 
five essential steps you need 
to take in order to feel pre-
pared for upcoming elections 
and successfully vote. 

Step 1: Register to vote
 Voter registration is 
unique to individual states 
and territories in America, 
meaning that it is not feder-
ally managed. In PA, resi-
dents may register online, by 

mail, in person at their county 
voter registration office or at 
certain government agencies 
like PennDOT. 
 In 2019, many people opt 
to utilize the online form to 
register to vote. Under this 
method, your local county 
elections office will review the 
application after submission. 
Then, when your registration 
is complete, you will receive 
your voter registration card in 
the mail.
 
Step 2: Research candidates 
and political parties
 Now that voting registra-
tion is complete, using this 
privilege to make knowledge-
able decisions about who 
you support is vital. Being 
informed allows you to focus 
on selecting candidates who 
have platforms that relate to 
your values, rather than rely 

on their media image or pro-
paganda. Be aware of biased 
news outlets that may push 
certain agendas and focus on 
the facts. 
 If a candidate is an incum-
bent in the Senate or House of 
Representatives, Congress.
gov allows you to research 
their voting records. Another 
online resource, Factcheck.
org, which is a project of the 
Annenberg Public Policy Cen-
ter at the University of Penn-
sylvania, monitors the factual 
accuracy of what is said by 
politicians in ads, debates, 
speeches, interviews and 
news releases. 
 Take advantage of the 
plethora of resources to gain 
political knowledge and un-
derstand what qualities and 
beliefs you want in a candi-
date. 

Step 3: Check state regulations
 Federal elections are ad-
ministered by state and local 
governments. However, the 
specifics of how these elec-
tions are conducted vary be-
tween states. 
 In PA, you must bring a 
valid photo or non-photo ID in 
order to be permitted to vote. 
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. According to the website 
Votes PA, the busiest times of 
day to vote are in the morning 
and evening. For your conve-
nience, it is suggested to try to 
vote at less busy times. 

Step 4: Find your polling lo-
cation
 Being eligible to vote can 
only take you so far when you 
don’t know where to actually 
cast your ballot. 
 Based on a voter’s ad-
dress, state election offices 

assign a polling location. If 
you are unsure about your as-
signed location, use Get to the 
Polls online or contact your 
election office. 

Step 5: Vote
 Election Day in America 
is the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in Nov. This year it 
is on Nov. 5, 2019, although 
state and local elections can 
occur other times throughout 
the course of the year. 
 In regard to federal elec-
tions, the next federal elec-
tion day is Nov. 3, 2020, where 
American citizens will note 
for the president and mem-
bers of Congress.
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By Laila Samphilipo
Editor-in-Chief of The Prowler 

By Madeline Brodbeck
Guest Writer 

First-time voters, here’s what you need to know: 

The importance of  voting

 One thing that I have 
gotten from my Government 
classes, is the importance of 
voting. Unfortunately, most 
people don’t understand how 
important voting really is. 
The election happening on 

November 5th will decide a 
lot of things for York County. 
It elects people such as Sher-
iff, Prothonotary, and even 
school board. School board 
elections are quintessential 
in having a functioning and 
prosperous school district.
 Possibly the most frus-
trating thing I see is someone 
complaining about our school 
board and doing nothing to 
fix it. I think that our genera-
tion fails to understand how 
much local elections affect us 
and that the people who are 
elected will ultimately have 
the power to influence not 
only our lives but our com-
munities in general. Abraham 
Lincoln once wrote “Elections 

belong to the people. It’s their 
decision. If they decide to 

turn their back on the people 
and burn their behinds, then 
they will have to sit on their 
blisters.” This quote makes 

me chuckles as it is a true 
representation of today’s so-
ciety. Everyone needs to take 
a stand in what they believe 
in and act through upon it.
 An important thing to 
think about on election day is 
that you are part of a democ-
racy. And whether you real-
ize it or not, if nobody votes, 
we aren’t really a democracy. 
Every vote counts, even if 
it doesn’t always feel like it. 
Voting is a freedom that citi-
zens in most countries don’t 
have. By voting for a candi-
date that suits your interests, 
you ensure that personal 
interests are represented.
 The reality of it is, around 
20% of registered voters in 

“Elections belong to 
the people. It’s their 
decision. If they de-
cide to turn their back 
on the people and 
burn their behinds, 
then they will have to 
sit on their blisters.”

PA will vote in this upcoming 
election. Around the county, 
I have seen so many ideas 
implemented to get more 
people to the polls. From pub-
lic transportation to buses 
that take nursing home pa-
tients to fill out ballots. This 
year I have taken the initia-
tive to campaign for a few of 
the running candidates, and I 
have learned so much about 
voting in elections. There is 
a lot of hope that our genera-
tion will come and vote in the 
election. I would encourage 
anyone who is 18 to become a 
registered voter, and to make 
time to vote on Election Day!

Nov. 5 will deter-
mine many  things  
for York County— 
and making the de-
cision to vote will 
affect the outcome. 



As election day approach-
es, the number of democratic 
nominees has been steadily 
decreasing. In the beginning 
of the race, there was a total 
of 26 candidates. By the first 
major debate of the year in 
June, the numbers lowered 
to 20. Due to the Democratic 
National Committee’s (DNC) 
polling and fundraising cri-
teria, ten more people did 
not qualify for the Sept. and 
Oct. debate. Even though the 
process has sifted through 16 
people, this election set the 
record for the largest pool 
of democratic candidates.

The stage consisted of 12 
people: Former Vice President 
Joe Biden, New Jersey Sen. 
Cory Booker, South Bend, IN, 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, former 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Secretary Julián Castro, 
California Sen. Kamala Harris, 
Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobu-
char, former Texas Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke, Vermont Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren,  and 
entrepreneur Andrew Yang.

The latest debate in Octo-
ber held at Otterbein Univer-
sity in Westerville, Oh., and 
kicked off asking candidates 
about Trump’s impeachment 
inquiry. Many of them had 
similar view. That it is a top 
priority to impeach him. Oth-
ers, such as Entrepreneur An-
drew Yang, supported the im-
peachment, but felt that it is 
not America’s largest problem.

“When we are talk-
ing about him, we are los-
ing. We need to present a 
new vision and that even 
includes impeaching Don-
ald Trump,” Yang said.

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders raises his hand to request a response toward Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
during the July debate.

Photo by Brendan Smialowski.

In the previous debate 
that took place in Septem-
ber, Yang made headlines as 
he promised a freedom divi-
dend of $1,000 a month to 
ten families for a year. Many 
other candidates were taken 
back by this. This idea was 
soon turned down on a fed-
eral level because he would 
essentially be buying voters. 

Some candidates, like 
Vermont Sen. Sanders, used 
their time throughout the de-
bates to advocate for things 
like universal health care and 
raising the minimum wage. 
He started off strong as he 
branded President Trump the 
most dangerous American 
President in history. He con-
tinued to say that America 
is turning into an oligarchy, 
and if he was elected presi-
dent, he would reverse that. 

Health care was the most 
talked about topic across all 
three debates by a long run, 
with a totalling 93 minutes. 
Massachusetts Sen. Warren 
was another candidate that 
was in strong favor of univer-
sal health care. Her plan is to 
make it so that every American 
is ensured by a government 
provided health care service. 
When asked how she was go-
ing to pay for this, she made it 
clear that the taxes of wealthy 
Americans and large corpora-
tions will significantly go up. 

Many others challenged 
this plan. South Bend, IN, 
Mayor Buttigieg had the 
most to say back to Warren. 
He said that she still has not 
provided a thorough enough 
plan to pay for the multi-
trillion dollars that would be 
required. He went on to pro-
pose “Health care for all who 
want it.’’It will give Ameri-
cans the choice of whether 
they want the healthcare the 

government is providing. If 
they do not, they will stay on 
their private company. But-
tigieg says that it is not fair 
to take private plans away 
from 150 million Americans. 

The healthcare discus-
sion continued as Sanders 
asserted that he was the one 
who originally wrote the bill. 
In the bill that he drafted 
there will be no premiums, 
copayments, deductibles 
or out of pocket expenses.

Former Vice President 
Joe Biden fired back and said 
that both Warren’s and Sand-
ers’ plans will cost about 
$30 trillion over ten years. 
He says for people making 
between $50-$75,000 annu-
ally, their taxes are going 
to be raised about $5,000. 

Sanders made more big 
promises when asked if he 
would be able to provide a 
job to every American that 
fell victim to automation. He 
proposed a federal job guar-
antee. Sanders says he can 
put 15 million people to work 
by building roads, bridges, 
water systems, wastewater 
plants, airports etc. He went 
on to say that his new deal 
that combats climate change 

will provide 20 million jobs.
When the moderators 

switched the topic to gun vio-
lence, the candidates’ opin-
ions were very split between 
mandatory and voluntary gun 
buybacks. Former Texas Rep. 
O’Rourke, who grew up in El 
Paso where a mass shooting 
took place in early Aug., sup-
ported mandatory buybacks. 

“When we see that being 
used against children...Hell 
yes, we’re going to take your 
AR-15, your AK-47. We’re not 
going to allow it to be used 
against our fellow Americans 
anymore,” said  O’Rourke.

Others called out for 
his biased opinion. Mayor 
Buttigieg and New Jersey 
Sen. Booker reminded him 
that gun violence is also 
linked to suicide and com-
munity violence as well. 

Booker continued to 
mention how gun vio-
lence affects schools. He 
said that we are surrender-
ing out freedoms to fear. 

“This is the first time in 
American history, this fall, 
that we have sent our children 
to school… and said to them, 
‘We can’t protect you, so in-
stead, we’re going to teach 

you how to hide,” said Booker.
Warren had opposing 

views. She was on the side 
of voluntary gun buybacks. 
She says that she wants to do 
whatever works. As an ex-
ample, she mentioned the vol-
untary buyback of machine 
guns. Her plan is to have 
owners register them and fine 
those who do not, then place a 
large tax on the assault weap-
ons. She felt this plan would 
force owners to turn in their 
weapons in the long run.

The opioid crisis was an-
other major topic that was 
covered. There were some 
candidates that had a unique 
take on the subject, such as 
Yang and O’Rourke. They 
proposed decriminalizing 
small amounts of opiods 
that were for personal use. 

As the countdown to the 
last debate in Nov. decreases, 
the more certain candidates 
become larger targets. In the 
beginning of the race, Sand-
ers, Biden and Warren were 
the biggest threats. 

Even though she is not 
leading in the polls, Warren 
is currently the biggest target 
out of democratic party. 
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Fourteen democratic candidates debate major topics



 Every school district has a 
board of directors. The board 
of directors is tasked with du-
ties like the selection of the su-
perintendent, the choosing of 
policies that impact the school 
as well as setting local prop-
erty tax.  
 For Central York, there are 
nine members on the board, 
and every four years an elec-
tion is held to cycle candi-
dates who wish to serve their 
community. Then four years 
later, another election is held, 

 There are two main par-
ties that most people iden-
tify with: the Democratic and 
Republican Parties. There is 
another party, however, that 
many people don’t know 
about. What is the Green 
party and what do they stand 
for? “The Green Party of the 
United States is a grassroots 
national party. We’re the par-
ty for “We The People,” the 
health of our planet, and fu-
ture generations instead of the 
One Percent. We welcome all 
those who refuse to accept a 
choice limited to the Two Par-
ties of War and Wall Street,” 
according to the Green Party 
website.
 The Green Party follows 
four different pillars that help 
create their unique political 
views. These four pillars are a 
democracy, social justice, ecol-
ogy and peace. According to 

which concern the other five 
members. According to the 
Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association, this prevents 
having a board with nine new 
members entering office at the 
same time.  
 Central’s election was 
held Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
 The results concluded 
that two incumbents, Edward 
Blankenstein and Eric Wolf-
gang, lost their reelection. 
 Wolfgang had been a 
school board member for 20 
years and served as president 
of the board for many of them 
while Blankenstein served for 
four. 

 Gregory Lewis was the 
only member who ran for 
re-election and won his seat 
back. 
 As for new members, Ed-
win Speed, Jodi Grothe, Vick-
ie Guth and Kyle King took 
up the four remaining seats.
Speed is a father of two cur-
rent Central students.  
 “As parents of students in 
the Central York Schools, we 
share common concerns with 
the methods and techniques 
that have recently been adopt-
ed at the schools,” Speed said. 
 Speed’s concerns for the 
district include the implemen-
tation of technology. He said, 

“some teachers were side-
lined from instruction at the 
rollout of the IBM Watson ex-
periment.”
 Grothe is also a parent of 
two current Central students, 
and Central graduate. Grothe 
ran because she wants to en-
sure a safe environment, say-
ing, “I want to ensure safety 
at our schools and programs 
that meet the diverse needs 
of the district while being fis-
cally responsible.” 
 Grothe also values being 
conscious of taxes. “We have 
to strike the right balance in 
doing well by the children 
and taxpayers,” she said. 

the Green Party Website, they 
want more public financing in 
elections, open debates and 
more representation in voting 
systems. 
 The Green Party only has 
access to the ballot in 21 of the 
50 states. Meaning that, dur-
ing elections, if you want to 
vote for the Green Party, you 
have to write in the candidate. 
Pennsylvania does not have 
the Green Party candidate on 
their ballot. 
 The Green Party also be-
lieves in social justice. Accord-
ing to the Green Party website, 
“Falling wages and rising bills 
are hitting most of us, and the 
most vulnerable are hit the 
hardest. We demand a living 
wage and a real safety net.”.
  With this, they are trying 
to help the less fortunate and 
make sure everyone can make 
enough money to support 
themselves and their families.
 The Green Party wants to 
help improve the lower class 
by setting a universal income. 

“We call for a universal basic 
income (sometimes called a 
guaranteed income, nega-
tive income tax, citizen’s in-
come, or citizen dividend). 
This would go to every adult 
regardless of health, employ-
ment, or marital status, in or-
der to minimize government 
bureaucracy and intrusive-
ness into people’s lives. The 
amount should be sufficient 
so that anyone unemployed 
can afford basic food and 
shelter. State or local govern-
ments should supplement 
that amount from local rev-
enues where the cost of living 
is high.”
 The next pillar that the 
Green Party follows is ecol-
ogy. The Green Party is work-
ing to fix climate change and 
it is their belief. Americans 
need to stop using fossil fuels 
like coal or gas and switch to 
using renewable energy. The 
Green Party’s primary focus is 
to help the world from climate 
change and they have a plan 

on how to do so. 
 According to the Green 
Party website, the Green Party 
wants to “Enact an emergency 
Green New Deal to turn the 
tide on climate change, re-
vive the economy and make 
wars for oil obsolete. Initiate 
a WWII-scale national mobili-
zation to halt climate change, 
the greatest threat to human-
ity in our history. Create 20 
million jobs by transitioning 
to 100 percent clean, renew-
able energy by 2030, and 
investing in public transit, 
sustainable agriculture, con-
servation and restoration of 
critical infrastructure, includ-
ing ecosystems.”
 The last pillar of the Green 
Party is peace. According to 
the Green Party’s Website, 
they want peace and no more 
war. “Our country’s long wars 
and worldwide military pres-
ence are immoral and unsus-
tainable. Our military budget 
must be cut dramatically.
 The Green Party is striv-

ing to make sure Americans 
end all discrimination and 
prejudices.
 “One of our key values is 
respect for diversity. We are 
committed to establishing re-
lationships that honor diver-
sity; that support the self-def-
inition and self-determination 
of all people; that consciously 
confront the barriers of rac-
ism, sexism, homophobia, 
biphobia, transphobia, class 
oppression, ageism, and able-
ism, and the many ways that 
our culture and laws separate 
us from working together. We 
support affirmative action 
to remedy discrimination, to 
protect constitutional rights, 
and to provide equal opportu-
nity under the law,” said the 
Green Party Website. 
 The Green Party does not 
have a presidential candidate 
yet as they are waiting until 
July of 2020 to announce who 
they want to represent them.

 Guth finds taxes an im-
portant factor, saying, “Fi-
nances are always a major 
issue-balancing the needs of 
our children with the needs 
of district taxpayers, many of 
whom struggle financially.” 
 Lastly, King decided to 
run because as a father. King 
said, “In the aftermath of last 
year’s [two years ago] week-
long shutdown, I worked 
with CYSD officials and our 
Grant Administrator to help 
secure a grant of $37,000 to 
help ensure Central is provid-
ing a safe environment for our 
kids to learn.” 
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Joe Biden Corey Booker Pete Buttigieg Julián Castro Tulsi Gabbard Kamala Harris

Immigration

“If you cross the 
border illegally, 
you should be able 
to be sent back. It’s 
a crime.”

Booker wants to 
expand protections 
for DREAMers and 
fight for a pathway 
to citizenship for 
undocumented im-
migrants. 

Buttigieg feels that 
children fleeing vi-
olence should have 
nothing to fear 
from the greatest 
nation in the world.

“I put forward a 
plan to permanent-
ly end family sepa-
ration by repealing 
a racist law that has 
been used to attack 
immigrants for 
nearly a century.”

Gabbard is fighting 
to protect young 
adults that are go-
ing to be deported 
after DACA.

Harris plans to 
reinstate DACA 
and implement 
DAPA to protect 
DREAMers and 
their parents from 
deportation.

She supports a 
comprehensive im-
migration reform 
bill that includes 
the DREAM Act, 
border security 
and an accountable 
pathway to citizen-
ship.

He wants to provide 
a path of citizenship 
towards immigrants 
and develop a hu-
mane border policy.

National 
Debt, Taxes, 

Economy

He wants to raise 
the minimum wage 
rate to $15/hour.

To lower national 
debt, he supports 
an income tax on 
any bracket.

He wants to build 
rural economies by 
investing in rural 
jobs, businesses, 
and entrepreneurs, 
especially returning 
veterans.

“... [The] FHA 
must continue to 
be a key source of 
support for low- 
and moderate-in-
come and first-time 
homebuyers.”

Shes wants to help 
with student loans 
and she supports 
the College for 
All Act which 
takes away fees 
for 4-year public 
colleges.

Harris is in support 
of a $15 minimum 
wage.

To keep up with 
the changing econ-
omy, she wants to 
take on monopoly 
power, promote 
competition and 
empower workers. 

To aid the lower 
class, Sanders wants 
to create a universal 
income.

Healthcare 

He plans to build 
off of the Patient 
Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act.

Booker wants to 
fight for universal 
and affordable 
healthcare, as well 
as lower pricing on 
prescription drugs. 

Pete’s approach 
will achieve uni-
versal coverage 
and put Americans 
back in charge of 
their health.

“I would not 
require them to 
opt in [a public 
Medicare]. … They 
would automatical-
ly be enrolled.”

Gabbard wants 
to give affordable 
healthcare to every-
one, and supports 
the Medicare for 
All Act.

Harris supports a 
universal health 
care system based 
on the existing 
Medicare program. 

She supports 
healthcare for all, 
and she feels this 
can be done by ex-
panding Medicare 
or Medicaid. 

Sanders wants all 
Americans to be 
guaranteed health-
care as a right.

Foreign 
Policy

Biden wants to 
avoid conflict, and 
supports nonvio-
lent tactics to keep 
peace.

He belives in 
protecting human 
rights and wants to 
protect minorities.

Pete will address 
21st-century chal-
lenges and oppor-
tunities.

“My first order of 
business would be 
to make sure that 
we repair those 
alliances.... ”

She wants to end 
the war with Iraq 
and wants overall 
peace.

Harris is a long-
time supporter of 
strong relations 
between the U.S. 
and Israel. 

She wants to invest 
in diplomacy and 
rebuild the State 
Department to 
modernize military. 

“We’re not going to 
invest in never-end-
ing wars.”

Gun Control 

“You must register 
that weapon… 
when you register 
it the likelihood of 
it being used di-
minishes exponen-
tially.”

Booker wants to 
pass universal 
background checks 
for the purchase of 
guns, and he wants 
to close loopholes. 

He feels universal 
background checks 
must be accompa-
nied by a package 
of other reforms to 
reduce gun deaths 
nationwide.

“... they [El Paso] 
need Congress, 
they need Mitch 
McConnell to get 
the Senate back in 
session and to pass 
common sense gun 
safety legislation.”

She’s against 
gun violence and 
helped to establish 
a committee on 
Gun Violence Pre-
vention in 2017.

Harris supports 
a ban on assault 
weapons. She 
introduced a Cali-
fornia-wide to seize 
illegally-owned 
firearms.  

Klobuchar sup-
ports policies that 
include universal 
backround checks, 
and banning bump 
stocks as well as 
assault weapons. 

Sanders wants to 
end the gun violence 
epidemic in America 
by passing common 
sense gun safety 
legislation.

LGBTQ 
Community

Believes that 
LGBTQ+ hate 
crimes are pro-
tected under civil 
rights acts.

Booker wants 
to end the ban 
on transgender 
servicemembers 
from serving in the 
military and make 
the Equality Act 
include the LGBTQ 
community. 

He feels at home 
and around the 
world, a person’s 
sexual orientation 
or gender identity 
should not limit 
them from pursu-
ing their dreams 
and realizing their 
full potential–to 
work, live, and go 
to school where 
they want; to love 
whom they choose, 
and to live safe, 
healthy lives.

In 2012, Castro 
showed his sup-
port for marriage 
equality by signing 
onto the “Mayors 
for the Freedom 
to Marry” petition 
in calling for the 
federal government 
to recognize full 
marriage equal-
ity for same-sex 
couples.

She signed a de-
fense of Marriage 
Act in 2013 but 
later apologized 
for signing it and 
is now working to 
protect the LGBTQ 
community.

Harris refused to 
defend Proposition 
8. Proposition 8 
was in opposition 
of marriage equali-
ty. Also, as Attor-
ney General for San 
Francisco County, 
Harris installed an 
LGBTQ hate crimes 
unit.

Klobuchar has been 
a supporter of the 
LGBTQ community 
since the beginning 
of her involvement 
in politics. She even 
participated in the 
vote towards the 
Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act which 
protect the LGBTQ 
community.

“People have the 
right to love who 
they want to love and 
get married regard-
less of their sexual 
orientation.”
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He wants to provide 
a path of citizenship 
towards immigrants 

mane border policy.

“We need to sep-
arate it into the 11 
million people who 
have been here and 
part of society for a 
long time,... to put 
them on a path of 
citizenship.”

Warren feels that 
immigrants are 
vital to American 
society, and she 
wants to “decrimi-
nalize migration.”

“The best path 
forward is to 
provide a pathway 
to citizenship for 
those who are here 
illegally. We need 
to bring them into 
the formal econo-
my.”

The Green Party 
stands firmly for 
social justice for all 
those living in this 
country regardless 
of their immigra-
tion status.

Sanford supports a 
wall along the Mex-
ican boarder. He 
also wants compa-
nies and employers 
to varify that their 
workers are in the 
country legally.

Trump is opposed 
to illegal immi-
gration, and he 
wants to strengthen 
boarder security 
by implementing 
a wall along the 
southern boarder. 

Walsh is against 
illegal immigra-
tion and wants to 
strengthen border 
security, but is not 
in favor of separat-
ing families at the 
border. 

Weld is in support 
of broader access to 
visas and working 
permits. 

class, Sanders wants 
to create a universal 

Steyer said he 
would “undo every 
Republican tax cut 
for rich people and 
for corporations.”

Warren supports 
an added tax to 
families with assets 
above a specified 
amount. 

“If there’s one 
policy that would 
transform Amer-
ican lives for the 
better, it is Univer-
sal Basic Income.”

The Green Party 
is in support of 
a universal basic 
income for every 
adult, regardless 
their health or 
employment.

Sanford is op-
posed to President 
Trump’s current ac-
tions with national 
debt, and feels it’s 
“leading us in the 
wrong direction.”

Trump supports tax 
cuts and wants to 
add jobs. He signed 
his party’s Tax Cuts 
and Job Act into 
law in 2017. 

Walsh wants to cut 
taxes and is strong-
ly against any 
socialist solutions 
to these problems.

Weld is unhappy 
with how President 
Trump has handled 
national debt and 
the budget. 

“I’m going to be 
working on these 
same issues, no 
matter what.”

Warren is in sup-
port of Medicare 
for all, and she 
wants to lower the 
cost of prescription 
drugs. 

Yang is in support 
of a Medicare-for-
all system, and 
believes this would 
best fit the people’s 
needs.

The Green Party 
believes in, “A pub-
licly funded health 
care insurance 
program...”

Sanford wants to 
replace the Afford-
able Care Act with 
a bill for those who 
purchased health-
care. 

Trump wants to 
repeal the Afford-
able Health Care 
Act and replace it 
with a free market 
system.

Walsh is strongly 
against the Afford-
able Health Care 
Act and any gov-
ernment-sponsored 
healthcare system.

Weld wants to 
expand Medicare 
access.

“We’re not going to 
-

He has been crit-
ical of President 
Trump’s foreign 
policy approach.

Warren aims to 
bring troops home, 
and look at current 
programs to cut 
what isn’t needed.

“...we should be 
very judicious 
about projecting 
force and have 
clear goals...” 

They feel that the 
country’s long 
lasting wars and 
military involve-
ment is immoral.

Sanford is against 
the United States’ 
intervention in 
other countries’ 
conflict.

Trump wants to 
end U.S. military 
action overseas, 
and wants better 
relations with 
Russia. 

Walsh is pro-Israel 
and has supported 
far-right leaders.

Weld wants to 
improve relations 
between the United 
States and China.

end the gun violence 
epidemic in America 
by passing common 

Steyer calls for 
universal back-
ground checks, 
enacting “red flag” 
laws, and banning 
assault weapons.

Warren wants to 
hold gun dealers 
and manufacturers 
accountable, get rid 
of NRA strong-
holds in Congress, 
and pass legislation 
to raise purchasing 
ages.

“Responsible gun 
owners should con-
tinue to enjoy the 
right to bear arms... 
but we need to ban 
the most dangerous 
weapons.”

The Green Party 
wants to improve 
background checks, 
they want to limit 
the sales of high 
powered weapons.

Sanford stands in 
support of the Sec-
ond Amendment, 
and he is opposed 
to any gun restric-
tions. 

Trump supports 
gun rights, and 
supports arming 
teachers as well as 
eliminating some 
gun-free zones. 

Walsh supports 
gun rights and 
would be in favor 
of arming teachers 
in schools.

Weld is in support 
of assult weapon 
bans. He also is in 
favor of installing 
waiting periods on 
firearms and a ban 
on handgun sales 
to those under the 
age of 21.

they want to love and 

He received the 
Equality California 
2015 Humanitarian 
Award, “for his 
work advancing 
progressive causes 
that benefit the 
LGBT community.”

Warren supports 
and will fight for 
equal rights for 
everyone.  
She aims to pass 
the Equality Act to 
prevent discrim-
ination against 
sexual orientation 
or identity in the 
workplace, class-
room and so on.

“I’ve always been 
pro-gay mar-
riage; why should 
straight people 
have all of the 
fun?”

The Green Party 
says, “In keeping 
with the Green Key 
Values of diver-
sity, social justice 
and feminism, 
we support full 
legal and political 
equality for all 
persons regardless 
of sex, gender, 
sexual orientation, 
or gender identity, 
characteristics, and 
expression.”

Sanford is opposed 
to gay marriage 
and LGBTQ rights. 
He believes mar-
riage exists only 
between “one man 
and one woman.” 

 Trump banned 
transgender troops 
from serving in 
the military and 
has weakened 
protection against 
discrimination for 
LGBTQ citizens.

Strongly supports 
traditional mar-
riage as opposed to 
gay marriage and 
has called LGBTQ 
activists “constitu-
tional terrorists.”

Weld created the 
Governor’s Com-
mission on Gay 
and Lesbian Youth, 
and he supports 
allowing transgen-
der individuals to 
access bathrooms 
of their choice. 
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